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Kentucky Educational Collaborative for State Agency Children

Mission
We are committed to the belief that all children can learn and
have a right to quality education.
KECSAC protects and assures this right by accessing resources
and providing support to programs that educate State Agency
Children.
Those children who do not receive an education of quality cannot
realize their greatest potential.
We believe these goals are achieved through the process of
interagency collaboration.
To accomplish the mission, all members of this statewide
partnership must exemplify and publicly promote collaborative
relationships with its partners and other associates.

Interagency Advisory Group
Ben Annis, SACSAA President-Elect, Green River YDC
Dan Belding, SACSAA President, College Street Campus
Doug Bennett, Laurel County School District
Sherri Clusky, Department of Education
Diane Gruen-Kidd, Department for Behavioral Health,
Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities
Barbara Hamilton, Department of Juvenile Justice
Chrissy Jones, Franklin County School District
Sylvia Kuster, Department of Juvenile Justice
Paula Saenz, Department for Community Based Services
Denise Weider, Department for Community Based Services
Christina Weeter, Department of Education

“Working Together
to Educate All of

Kentucky’s Children”

In accordance with the KECSAC regulations, 505 KAR 1:080, the Kentucky Educational Collaborative
for State Agency Children has a governing structure that includes oversight by an Interagency Advisory
Group (IAG) composed of representatives of the state agencies, KDE, the State Agency Children School
Administrators’ Association (SACSAA) and a superintendent from a school district that provides
education to state agency children. This group is to provide recommendations for policy and procedure
development for KECSAC. The independent representatives of the state agencies, including KDE, are
appointed to serve on the IAG by their respective commissioners. The president and president-elect of
SACSAA serve on the IAG and are elected to those positions by the membership of the independent
organization. The superintendent member of the IAG is selected by standing members of the IAG, based
on recommendations or nominations by SACSAA membership. All members of the IAG serve without
compensation from KECSAC.
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A Message from KECSAC Director Dr. Ronnie Nolan
My Fellow Kentuckians,

During our first quarter of this new fiscal year, we welcomed nearly 50 new teachers
and administrators to our programs. These are talented, dedicated, experienced educators
who made conscience decisions to serve some of Kentucky’s most at promise students. As
we welcomed these folks to our home campus, we shared practical strategies for working
with our students, we shared historical data related to who we serve and why we do the
work we do, and we bonded over our common commitment to state agency children.

We also spent a great deal of time discussing the trauma and hardships that many of
our students have faced and how, as educators, we can help our students work through
the multitude of emotions they feel as they navigate a complex and complicated system
of care. It was during our new educator’s trainings that we began to dig deeper into the
experiences of our students and the impact it can have on our students today and in the future. The Adverse Childhood
Experiences study was shared with our group. In it, researchers noted that the more adverse childhood experiences a child
had, the more likely they were to experience lifelong difficulties including battles with addiction, disease and early death.
Hearing and understanding the very real lifelong implications of abuse and neglect was necessary for us to begin changing
the conversation. It’s important for all of us to stop asking our kids “why they did what they did” and begin asking “what
happened to you to cause this behavior?”
As a result of our ongoing conversations around trauma and adverse childhood experiences, we began to move our
discussion towards our service to children and how we can best equip our children and youth to become successful,
contributing citizens of our larger global community. Fast forward now to just a few days ago as we partnered with the
national dropout prevention network to continue addressing a national crisis of non-degree completion. It was during this
conversation that we acknowledged the trauma that our kids have experienced, but we also challenged our educators to
focus attention on not where kids had been, but where they are going. It is this full picture view, the coupling of learning
from our past while working for the future, which will help us all raise our level of expectation for state agency children.
This focus on high expectations is embodied in our work and is shared across Kentucky by the 54 school districts serving
state agency children in one of 86 programs.

As reflected above and throughout this report, we have experienced many great accomplishments during our first
quarter, while continuing to share the needs of our children with our state agency partners, legislators, and policy makers.
Our professional development series continues to impress our educators while providing much needed, hands-on,
implementable skills for our teachers and administrators. More than 300 of our teachers and administrators participated in
the largest alternative education conference in Kentucky, hosted by KECSAC and sponsored by the Kentucky Department
of Juvenile Justice and the Kentucky Center for School Safety, allowing them to learn from other teachers who are actively
implementing challenging and rigorous academic offerings in their programs across the Commonwealth. We also continue
to actively engage with our local school districts in meeting the educational needs of our children while collaborating with
partnering private child care agencies, the Department of Juvenile Justice, and behavioral health professionals from across
the Commonwealth.
These accomplishments, and many others, are highlighted in this quarterly report. The ambitious action agenda we are
highlighting here could not happen without the broad base of support we have formed with our state agency partners, our
local school districts and the teachers and administrators working on behalf of state agency children. We appreciate your
continued support as we work to enhance the educational services provided to our students.
Sincerely,

Ronnie Nolan, Ed. D.
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Professional Development Updates
KECSAC Packs the House and Gets ‘Fired Up’ at Annual Summit!
More than 300 educators from around the Commonwealth came to the
campus of Eastern Kentucky University on July 26-27 to get FIRED UP!! The
15th Annual Alternative Strategies for Educating Students At-Risk Summit
started off with a bang as keynote speaker Aric Bostick engaged and excited
the crowd about the important work they do. The high-energy opening
session set the tone for two days of breakout and featured sessions capped off
by another humorous and engaging speaker, closing keynote presenter Cea
Cohen Elliott. Mrs. Elliott reminded teachers of the importance of laughter
and self-care as they headed back into their classrooms for the new year.

Between keynote addresses, the participants chose between breakout
sessions on a variety of topics, ranging from using box car racing to teach math
lessons to classroom management and trauma-informed care strategies. Day
one concluded with a featured session by former DJJ Commissioner, Hasan
Davis. Mr. Davis combined his own story with a tool for student engagement
and relationship building to motivate and inform the crowd.

Aric Bostick opened the summer summit by energizing and
motivating educators from across the state with his high-energy,
and inspirational message.

Day two began with an exciting partnership with KET. Renee Shaw hosted a viewing of KET’s “Dropping Back In”
documentary series and moderated a panel of inspirational former students and educators. Featured in the series, Kellie Blair
Hardt joined the group all the way from Arlington, Virginia to share her story of becoming an educator after her hardships
as an often homeless youth who dropped out of school. Logan Collins, a former KECSAC student, emphasized how the
encouragement of his teachers in alternative settings kept him in school after struggling with a history of family discord that
led him onto a dangerous path. Chris Salyers, principal of The Learning Center in Fayette
County, represented all of the passionate educators in this
state who are finding ways to keep their students engaged
and shared his philosophy and strategies for reducing the
dropout rate. The panel really provided first hand insight
into the struggles and rewards of educating students atrisk.

A highlight of the summit was the awards luncheon,
where educators and one special student were recognized
for excelling in their fields and inspiring other students.
Gage Ramage, a student from Lake Cumberland Youth
Development Center, spoke to the audience about his
Above: Closing keynote speaker Cea
experience in gaining college credit while in the program.
Elliott passed out fun toys to the crowd
This was no easy task to arrange and complete, but with his
during her motivating speech.
own determination, and that of the teaching and DJJ staff at
Lake Cumberland, he is
well on his way to completing a degree in welding. Gage
was a stark reminder to those present that their efforts to
push and motivate students does pay off.
KECSAC would like to thank the members of the
planning committee, our state partners, and our generous
sponsors, the Department of Juvenile Justice and the
Kentucky Center for School Safety, for making this year’s
summit possible. We look forward to working together to
make next year even more exciting!

Aric Bostick signed books provided to
each conference attendee.

A panel moderated by KET’s Renee Shaw featured inspirational former students and
educators. The panel followed a viewing of KET’s “Dropping Back In” documentary.
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Professional Development Updates
Congratulations to our 2016 Student of the Year and SACSAA Award Winners!

Mr. Gage Ramage of Lake Cumberland Youth Development Center (right) was the
winner of KECSAC’s Student of the Year Award for 2016 and his $500 scholarship
award will help him pursue his degree in welding at Somerset Community College
where he is currently enrolled. We are pleased to announce that Mr. Aric Bostick,
our keynote presenter at the 15th Annual At-Risk Summit, also pledged to match
KECSAC’s scholarship after meeting Gage at the awards presentation. We are very
thankful to Mr. Bostick for his generous gift and for all the hard work he does to
empower educators of at-risk youth!

Our Annual SACSAA Awards were also presented to the very deserving 2016
winners during our At-Risk Summit. The winners pictured from left to right are:
School Administrator of the Year, Angela Austin, of Owensboro Treatment Center
and Owensboro Day Treatment in the Daviess County School District; Support Staff
of the Year, Naomi Coogle, who is a teacher’s assistant at Lincoln Village Regional
Juvenile Detention Center in the Hardin County School District; Our second Support
Staff of the Year, is Ben Wilson, the Evaluation Coordinator at Adair Youth Development Center in the Adair County
School District; Outstanding Teacher of the Year, Erica Goins-Brooks, who is the 2nd and 3rd grade Special Education
teacher at Western Day Treatment in the Jefferson County School District; and our second Outstanding Teacher of the Year
is David Sullivan, who is a teacher at Mercer County Day Treatment in the Mercer County School District. Be sure to read
more about each winner in our 2016 KECSAC Annual Report available at www.kecsac.eku.edu.

New KECSAC Educators Participate in Training and Orientation
KECSAC welcomed approximately 50 new faces to the state agency family
on August 24 for New Educators’ Training. Teachers and administrators new to
a KECSAC program this year joined veteran SAC educators and state agency
partners at Perkins Conference Center to learn about the unique population
of students in their classrooms. KECSAC staff shared the agency’s history and
explained the requirements of the KECSAC contract with their school district.
Diane Gruen-Kidd with the Department for Behavioral Health trained the
participants on a crucial aspect of educating state agency children – Trauma
Informed Care. Experienced teachers, administrators, and KECSAC Program
Improvement Specialists shared strategies during round-table sessions. The day
ended with training by Dr. Roger Cleveland of the EKU College of Education.
Dr. Cleveland is a highly respected and engaging trainer in the field of creating
culturally responsive schools.

BJ Ritter, principal of Bullitt Alternative Center, leads
a round-table discussion about best practices.

Participants left the training with more information and tools to work with KECSAC students as well as contacts to
whom they can reach out in the coming months as new challenges arise. KECSAC staff look forward to working with
each of these new educators to increase academic achievement among state agency children.
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Policies and Ongoing Initiatives
KECSAC Program Improvement Process Updates

As part of KECSAC’s ongoing program improvement process and continual growth model for helping local
school districts meet the educational needs of state agency children, KECSAC Program Improvement Specialists
perform annual site visits and monitoring of each of the 86 funded KECSAC programs, operating in 52 local school
districts across the Commonwealth. Throughout the monitoring period (which coincides with the school year) programs
receive individual visits, or “team” visits where two or all three of the Specialists conduct a joint monitoring at the
same program. At the time of this quarterly report 13 visits had been conducted for the year.
KECSAC will continue to use the updated Program Improvement Monitoring Tool and SIDE document that
aligns our monitoring standards to AdvancED standards, which KDE uses for their school monitoring. In addition to
the AdvancED standards, the monitoring tool also includes standards that relate to alternative settings and KECSAC
requirements as well.

State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children

The Kentucky State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children met during the first quarter on September 29-30 at the
Carter Caves State Resort Park. Dr. Ronnie Nolan, director of the Kentucky Educational Collaborative for State Agency
Children, currently serves as secretary of SAPEC. During the Panel meeting members the Every Student Succeeds Act
and provided feedback to Kentucky Commissioner of Education, Dr. Stephen Pruitt. Panel members also discussed college
and career readiness for the one percent, led in discussion by Ms. Jill Griffiths of the Human Development Institute at the
University of Kentucky. Additional discussion revolved around the Prichard Committee Report, Excellence with Equity:
It’s Everybody’s Business, which was released in July, 2016. The Panel meeting included a public forum and ended with a
presentation from the Kentucky Educational Development Corporation.
The State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children consists of members appointed by the Governor and is charged with
the responsibility of providing policy guidance to the Kentucky Department of Education with respect to special education
and related services for children with exceptionalities in Kentucky, as defined by special education guidelines and applicable
state and federal law.

SACSAA Welcomes New President and President Elect

This Fall during the September 9 State Agency Children School
Administrator’s Association (SACSAA) meeting, President-Elect Dan Belding
officially became President as presiding President Sue Buley, administrator
of Adair YDC, finished her two-year term. Voting was also held during the
meeting for the President-Elect position, and Ben Annis from Green River
YDC was elected. Mr. Belding is the administrator at College Street Campus
in Barren County and has been there for 11 years. He is also director of two
alternative programs and the alternate to suspension program in his district.
Mr. Annis has been a teacher and principal at Green River for eight years
total. He was previously the FFA director at Butler County High School for
nine years, and comes from a background of special education instruction, President Dan Belding
President-Elect Ben Annis
science, and vocational agriculture. Both will also serve as representatives on
the KECSAC Interagency Advisory Group (IAG). We are happy to welcome both as our SACSAA elected leadership!
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Policies and Ongoing Initiatives
KECSAC IAG Meets During First Quarter and SACSAA Holds Fall Meeting
During the first quarter of the 2016/2017 school year,
KECSAC’s Interagency Advisory Group (IAG) met once
on August 16 at Western Day Treatment in Louisville, KY,
and the State Agency Children School Administrator’s
Association (SACSAA) met for their annual Statewide
Fall Meeting on September 9 at the Elizabethtown Tourism
and Convention Bureau in Elizabethtown, KY.

During the August IAG meeting much of the discussion
focused on updates from representatives including the
outcomes of the successful Fostering Success internship
program initiated by the Governor’s office. The Department
for Community Based Services’ Protection and Permanency
Office was integral in facilitating this process and providing
jobs for foster youth aging out of care. The program was so
successful it was extended to approximately 30 youth for an (Above and Below) The IAG members toured Western Day Treatment and
additional nine months. The group also discussed pertinent were able to observe teachers in their classrooms.
KECSAC updates and toured the day treatment program
where one of SACSAA’s Outstanding Teachers of the Year, Erica GoinsBrooks, is an instructor.
The Fall SACSAA meeting

(Above) Sue Buley spoke at her last
meeting as SACSAA President and
received a plaque for her years of
dedicated service to at-risk students.
(Right) School Administrators met
in networking groups during the
Fall 2016 Annual SACSAA meeting in
Elizabethtown, KY.

opened by recognizing all the
new School Administrators
in KECSAC programs for
the 2016/2017 school year.
The four KECSAC programs
that were named “programs of
distinction” by the Department
of Education this past spring also received special certificates for their
achievements. The discussion then focused on a new mentoring program
that incoming KECSAC school administrators are participating in
with experienced colleagues at other programs. Budget updates, Infinite
Campus information, and other KECSAC news was also discussed. To
end the meeting, administrators also participated in a networking session
to discuss issues and seek advice from other school administrators in
similar programs.

8

Quarter 1 Report 2016/17

Budget Updates: 2017 Program Allocations
District Name

Program Name

FY 2017 Allocation

1

Adair

Adair Youth Development Center

$225,000.00

2

Barren

Barren County Day Treatment

$97,500.00

3

Beechwood Ind.

Diocesan Catholic Children's Home

$142,500.00

4

Boone

Children's Home of Northen Kentucky-Burlington Campus

$90,000.00

5

Bowling Green Ind.

Lifeskills Underwood Jones Home

$33,750.00

6

Bowling Green Ind.

Warren Regional Juvenile Detention Center

$135,000.00

7

Boyd

Ramey Estep High School

$247,500.00

8

Boyle

Boyle County Day Treatment

$26,250.00

9

Breathitt

Breathitt Regional Juvenile Detention Center

$135,000.00

10

Breathitt

Breathitt Residential Treatment Center

$26,250.00

11

Breathitt

Cadet Leadership and Education Program

$112,500.00

12

Bullitt

Bullitt Alternative Center

$26,250.00

13

Bullitt

Sunrise Children's Services - Spring Meadows Center

$60,000.00

14

Butler

Green River Youth Development Center

$112,500.00

15

Calloway

Calloway County Day Treatment

$41,250.00

16

Campbell

Campbell County Day Treatment

$7,500.00

17

Campbell

Holly Hill Children's Home

$52,500.00

18

Christian

Christian County Day Treatment

$82,500.00

19

Christian

Cumberland Hall Behavioral Health Services

$90,000.00

20

Clark

Clark County Day Treatment (The Phoenix Academy)

$82,500.00

21

Clinton

Foothills Academy

$266,250.00

22

Corbin Ind.

ASPIRE Mental Health Day Treatment

$41,250.00

23

Corbin Ind.

Corbin Educational Center (Whitley Day Treatment)

$101,250.00

24

Covington Ind.

Brighton Center/Homeward Bound

$15,000.00

25

Covington Ind.

Children's Home of Northern Kentucky

$82,500.00

26

Danville Ind.

Sunrise Children's Services - Woodlawn Children's Campus

$101,250.00

27

Daviess

Owensboro Day Treatment

$112,500.00

28

Daviess

Owensboro Treatment Center

$86,250.00

29

Daviess

Valley School

$127,500.00

30

Elizabethtown Ind.

Glen Dale Center

$45,000.00

31

Fayette

Fayette County Juvenile Detention Center

$168,750.00

32

Fayette

Lexington Day Treatment

$150,000.00

33

Franklin

The Academy

$71,250.00

34

Graves

Mayfield Youth Development Center

$86,250.00

35

Hardin

Hardin County Day Treatment

$30,000.00

36

Hardin

Lincoln Trail Behavioral Health Systems

$41,250.00

37

Hardin

Lincoln Village Regional Juvenile Detention Center

$123,750.00

38

Hardin

Sunrise Children's Services - Crossroads Treatment Center

$45,000.00

39

Hopkins

Hopkins County Day Treatment

$41,250.00

40

Jackson

Barnabas Home

$63,750.00

41

Jefferson

Ackerly Inpatient/Kosair Hospital

$41,250.00

42

Jefferson

Audubon Youth Development Center

$168,750.00

43

Jefferson

Bellewood (Uspiritus)

$135,000.00
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Program Name

FY 2017 Allocation

44

Jefferson

Boys' Haven

$93,750.00

45

Jefferson

Brooklawn (Uspiritus)

$450,000.00

46

Jefferson

Home of the Innocents

$483,750.00

47

Jefferson

Louisville Day Treatment

$97,500.00

48

Jefferson

Maryhurst, Inc.

$255,000.00

49

Jefferson

Peace Academy

$487,500.00

50

Jefferson

St. Joseph Children's Home

$67,500.00

51

Jefferson

The Brook Dupont

$112,500.00

52

Jefferson

The Brook KMI

$251,250.00

53

Jefferson

Western Day Treatment

$90,000.00

54

Jessamine

All God's Children

$93,750.00

55

Kenton

Northern Kentucky Youth Developmental Center

$123,750.00

56

Knox

Knox Appalachian School

$180,000.00

57

Knox

Knox County Day Treatment

$67,500.00

58

LaRue

The Life Connection

$161,250.00

59

Laurel

Laurel County Day Treatment

$86,250.00

60

Madison

Madison County Day Treatment

$33,750.00

61

McCracken

McCracken Regional Juvenile Detention Center

$135,000.00

62

Menifee

Frenchburg Group Home

$22,500.00

63

Mercer

Mercer Day Treatment

$30,000.00

64

Middlesboro Ind.

Middlesboro Group Home

$22,500.00

65

Montgomery

Gateway Children's Services

$56,250.00

66

Montgomery

Hillcrest Hall/Pathways, Inc.

$22,500.00

67

Montgomery

Hope Hill Children's Home

$60,000.00

68

Morgan

Woodsbend Youth Development Center

$112,500.00

69

Newport Ind.

Campbell County Regional Detention Center

$146,250.00

70

Ohio

Ohio County Day Treatment

$93,750.00

71

Owensboro Ind.

Mary Kendall Home

$48,750.00

72

Perry

Buckhorn Children's Center

$120,000.00

73

Pike

Phelps Day Treatment

$60,000.00

74

Pike

Shelby Valley Day Treatment

$60,000.00

75

Pulaski

Pulaski Somerset Day Treatment

$116,250.00

76

Pulaski

Sunrise Children's Services - Cumberland Adventure Program

$198,750.00

77

Raceland-Worthington Ind.

Ashland Day Treatment

$63,750.00

78

Raceland-Worthington Ind.

Boyd Regional Juvenile Detention Center

$101,250.00

79

Rowan

Morehead Youth Development Center

$112,500.00

80

Rowan

Sunrise Children's Services - Morehead Center

$37,500.00

81

Shelby

Shelby County Education Center at Cropper

$33,750.00

82

Warren

Warren County Day Treatment

$93,750.00

83

Wayne

Lake Cumberland Youth Development Center

$112,500.00

84

Wayne

Otter Creek Academy

$161,250.00

85

Wolfe

Dessie Scott Children's Home

$146,250.00

86

Woodford

Safe Harbor Academy

$45,000.00

Total

$9,318,750.00
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KECSAC
Martin House
Eastern Kentucky University
521 Lancaster Avenue
Richmond, KY 40475
www.kecsac.eku.edu

“Working Together to Educate All of Kentucky’s Children”
Kentucky Department of Education
Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice
Kentucky Department for Community Based Services
Kentucky Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities
State Agency Children School Administrator Association
Local Education Agencies
Eastern Kentucky University/College of Education

