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KECSAC DEADLINES
October 15th - ADM Report;
due to KECSAC office by the
25th.
October 25th - First Quarter
reimbursement MUNIS Report
due to KECSAC office.
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Photo Pho-natics Photography Club
builds self-confidence and teaches
lifelong skill

For the twelve residents at Sunrise
Children’s Services Morehead Center who
attend class in a one room schoolhouse,
participation in extracurricular activities
is nonexistent. Many of the girls have
been in placements their entire high
school career and have never had
the opportunity to experience sports,
clubs, or any of the extracurricular
activities enjoyed by most high school
students. Teacher Malissa ReynoldsDelgado
and
para-professional
Suszanne Jones wanted to change that
and spent many hours brainstorming
ways to provide these experiences
to their students. Since Suszanne
Jones is a talented photographer, they
decided that photography might not
only be a fun activity, but provide a
therapeutic outlet for the girls as well.
The first cameras, purchased in 2008
by the facility director for $20 each,
proved to be a learning experience for
everyone. The inexpensive cameras did
not have a memory card for storage so
the girls lost all of their pictures when

December 3rd - Census/ADM
collection.
December 14th - Census/ADM
due to KECSAC office.
January 25th - Second Quarter
reimbursement MUNIS report
due to KECSAC office.
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Photo by Photo Pho-natics Photography Club

Photo by Photo Pho-natics Photography Club

the batteries died. Despite less than
ideal cameras and the loss of many
pictures, the girls loved photo club and
learned to create beautiful images.
To provide photo opportunities for
the girls, Ms. Reynolds-Delgado and
Ms. Jones scheduled outdoor field
trips to local parks and businesses.
To make things more interesting
and fun for the girls, Ms. Jones
presented the idea of a photo
scavenger hunt, with the girl who
caught the most picture “items”
receiving a prize. The plan was for
each girl to edit their photos and
create an 8x10 photo collage, which
would be judged by staff at the facility.
Each young woman would receive a
certificate of participation while three
Continued on page 3
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A message from Dr. Ronnie Nolan
away. I get lost in the lyrics; I have graphic
visions of the life lived out in the melodic
lines of each song. It is comforting and
inspiring and it feels a lot like home.

Director, Dr. Ronnie Nolan

I spend an awful lot of time in my car
traveling around Kentucky, visiting
programs, meeting with legislators,
policy leaders, students and countless
others. On my journeys, you would be
hard pressed to find me at a time that I
didn’t have some country music blaring
on my radio. I love it. And, in my heart
of hearts, I know it loves me back. I sing,
sometimes so loud that I lose my voice.
I truly see it as my duty to entertain
anyone who might be passing me on the
highway. I don’t get embarrassed by the
looks or quick glances I get as someone
speeds by me. I just sing. I get lost in the
music. I let it take me to a different place,
a better place, a happier place, and
sometimes a sadder place. But, it never
lets me down. I look at country music
as a sort of book on tape experience.
A thousand short essays set to music,
carefully taking me on a journey through
the life of someone else or, at times,
reflecting my own battles, my own
experience, my own dreams. Country
music has saved me many times, healed
my heart, and taken me a million miles
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More often than not when I am singing
along or simply listening to a good ole
fashioned country tune, I think about
the memories the music conjures; the
hillside in the mountains of eastern
Kentucky where I grew up, the kids I
used to play with, and the dreams I
used to dream. I think about my mom
singing along to the radio as we drove
along gravel back roads on our way to
visit my father’s gravesite. I remember
that I always got to sing the bass solo of
the song Elvira by the Oak Ridge Boys.
I wonder what memories our state
agency kids are making now. How
different those memories will be from
my own. I often transpose my own life
with the lives of our kids today and
wonder how we are making a difference
for them, how we are helping them
build positive memories that will serve
them their whole lives. Their memories
will certainly be different from mine,
but I know our teachers, our youth care
workers in private child care centers, our
counselors, our administrators, social
workers, foster parents and many others
are making a difference for them every
day. I think about the field trip one of
our group homes recently took to the
world’s largest fresh water aquarium in
Chattanooga and imagine the laughter
that must have filled the air in that van
as they traveled the distance. I think
of the wonder they must have had as
they saw a potbellied seahorse for the
first time. I know it will be a memory
that will carry them well into the future.

I also know our students will be prepared
academically to lead a productive life as
they emerge from our programs across
the Commonwealth. While we know,
based on our academic pretesting, that
our students come to us with significant
academic achievement gaps, we also
know those gaps close rapidly while they
are enrolled in our programs. Our posttesting data shows huge gains in both
reading and math for students who are
with us for at least 90 days. This is a great
testament to the ability of the students
and the teachers who are working with
them daily. There are many reasons
why students come to our programs so
far behind academically, but with the
dedication, commitment, and content
knowledge of the teacher, our kids are
able to make impressive academic gains.
These academic gains will continue to
serve them well into their futures and
I hope that one day our students will
look back on this time with the same
humbled appreciation that I have when
I look back at my own childhood. Years
from now, when they are driving across
the country, on their way to work or to
drop their own kids off at school, I hope
an old song will come on the radio and
take them to a place where they felt
valued, safe, and hopeful, and they will
appreciate the dedication of those who
taught and cared for them during their
time in our programs. I hope that memory
will bring a smile to their face the same
way a good ole country song does for me.
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Photo Pho-natics
Photography Club

winners would also receive a photo
album. The girls exhibited amazing
creativity with their photos and
their editing skills. The race was on!
A few weeks into the contest, a local
women’s club suggested the girls enter
a community art contest sponsored
by the club, which by the way, had a
category for photography. Excited by
the prospect of exhibiting their work
on a wider scale, the girls submitted
ten photographs. Considering the poor
quality of the cameras no one really
expected to win, but to their delight
and surprise, the girls captured 2nd
and 3rd place. Spurred by their success,
they continued the photo field trips
and the contests among the students.
As often happens, by the second year
of the photo club, activities began to
stagnate. After two years of frequent
use, the cheap cameras were failing
and the girls were frustrated by the

frequent loss of their photos.
New cameras seemed to be the
answer, but the lack of money
was a problem. Then came an
announcement from KECSAC
informing administrators there
were some funds to be distributed
via a grant process. Suddenly
the dream of new cameras
seemed a real possibility. A
grant application was submitted
and approved, and then 10
Kodak Easy Share 14 megapixel
cameras
were
purchased.
With new cameras in hand, the
girls took a spring field trip to
Carter Caves State Resort Park
for a scavenger hunt and post
card contest. The assignment
was to create a collage post
card that would be posted on
Facebook along with an invitation
to vote based on specific Photo by Photo Pho-natics Photography Club
criteria. After hearing of the
contest, the local Wal-Mart store donated three gift cards to award as prizes.
To further sweeten the pot, the manager at Carter Caves agreed to post the
girls’ post cards on their website (www.friendsofcartercaves.org), giving credit
to the photo club rather than individual girls. Thus, Photo Pho-natics was born.
Over the past year the photo club has continued to grow and the girls
have taken many field trips, including an indoor photo opportunity at
St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica in Covington to photograph the world’s
largest church stained glass window. Another KECSAC grant allowed
the program to purchase additional cameras, photo printers and
other materials to start a photography class that is now offered as
an elective credit. Recent entries in the women’s club photo contest
again earned a 2nd place win. The girls are more motivated than ever
and the quality of their work has improved by leaps and bounds.

Photo by Photo Pho-natics Photography Club

Suszanne Jones’ dream of teaching the girls a useful and exciting skill has
been an enjoyable journey for everyone. More importantly, photo club
has proved more therapeutic than imagined. The girls have an outlet
for their creative talents, they are receiving positive recognition, their
self-confidence has grown, and they continue to surprise themselves
with their abilities. Not bad for a one room schoolhouse.

Education is Power at the Green River School
A major goal of the Green River School
is to expose students to many different
educational learning opportunities
with the hope that these experiences
will motivate them to have high
expectations when making their own
educational and social choices. Over
the past several months, students have
been very busy with these activities.

In science class students have been
studying electricity, how electricity is
produced with renewable and nonrenewable resources and the properties
of conductors and insulators. Putting
Ohms Law into full engagement,
students follow the teacher’s diagrams
to wire and transform electrical boards,
thus seeing different examples of how
to wire a house. Each student gets an

opportunity to wire the electrical boards,
a task that both engages the student’s
mind and provides hands on experience.
The English classes recently completed
a unit on fiction using The Hunger
Games. They are now completing
a unit on realistic fiction using S.E.
Hinton novels. Within these units,
Continued on page 4
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Power at Green River School

they have worked on capitalization,
parts of speech, five paragraph essay,
literary devices, and vocabulary.
The students have been discussing
family planning and the negative
effects of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs
on themselves and their families. David
Parnell, a guest lecturer, wrapped up
the unit by speaking to the students
on the devastating effects of Meth and
child abuse on individuals and families
through a meaningful presentation
titled “Slaying the Dragon.” A second
speaker who shared with students

was Jamie Jackson, a member of the
Washington Generals basketball team.
Jamie gets to travel the world with the
Harlem Globetrotters and be a part of
the entertainment that they provide
to so many people. He shared with
the students his experiences with the
culture and people of other countries.
The facility also hosted Alphonso Bailey
and his character education program,
“Down but Not Out,” as he spent a whole
day with the residents and explained to
them the importance of good character
traits in their life. Each of these
speakers is a regular at Green River.

The staff at the Green River School believes
in “Students First,” and that they can
raise student expectations by exposing
them to new things that might make a
difference in their lives for the future.

New Format for KECSAC New Educators’ Training
KECSAC kicked off the school year
by welcoming 50 teachers and
administrators new to state agency
children programs to Richmond for New
Educators’ Training on September 5.
This year marked a first for KECSAC; the
required New Educators’ Training took
place over just one action-packed day in
order to reduce the strain on programs.
The day focused on strategy sharing
by experienced KECSAC educators
and small group sessions with KECSAC
and state agency staff. Participants
received the opportunity to meet with
the KECSAC Program Improvement
Specialist assigned to their program
and gain an understanding of the
program improvement process as well

as the chance to talk with DJJ and DCBS
representatives about the challenges
and opportunities of working with
state agency children. After spending
time in small groups, attendees came
together to learn the importance of
collaboration, differentiated instruction
and successful student engagement
strategies from current KECSAC teachers
and administrators. The day ended
with a presentation of Where the
Heart Is, a transition program aimed
at understanding the difficulties state
agency children face and learning ways
to make their moves a little bit easier.
This design of this one-day training was
based on a research study conducted

Attendees interact with KECSAC Director Dr. Ronnie Nolan during the opening session
of New Educators’ Training
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last year to gauge what educators new
to KECSAC programs really needed
and wanted to know and how much
they benefitted from the training
KECSAC had been providing. Findings
from this study showed attendees
wanted sessions specifically geared
toward preparing them to work in a
KECSAC facility and collaborate with
state agency staff as well as to learn
creative techniques to serve the
unique needs of state agency students.
Evaluations from this training will provide
data that will help streamline next
year’s training. Attendees appreciated
learning strategies directly from those
already working with this population
of students. Next year’s training will
provide that same opportunity and
provide adequate time to explore the
particular challenges of working with
state agency youth. KECSAC would
like the thank all those who helped
make this day a success, including
staff from the Kentucky Department
of Education, Department of Juvenile
Justice, Department for Community
Based Services, Green River Youth
Development Center, Seven Counties
Services, New Pathways for Children,
Ramey-Estep High School, The Academy
and Pulaski Somerset Day Treatment.

Author Neil White visits Detention Center
On Thursday, September 6, Warren
Regional Juvenile Detention Center
welcomed author Neil White to the
facility. Mr. White, a former magazine
editor, is the author of In the Sanctuary
of Outcasts, a book which chronicles
the 18 months Mr. White spent at a
minimum security prison in Carville,
Louisiana as well as the transformational
relationships he developed with his
fellow inmates and the leprosy (Hansen’s
Disease) patients also housed at Carville.

Neil White, author of In the Sanctuary of
Outcasts speakes with students at WRJDC

As part of this program, the students did
their part to prepare. Over the course of
two months, approximately 200 students
were involved at some point with the
book. To prepare for reading the book,

students researched white-collar crime,
leprosy and Carville as well as watched
videos and answered discussion
questions. Then they read the book.
Forty-five books were given to students
and interested adults. On the day of the
visit, Mr. White spoke to approximately
25 students and signed their copy of
the book. He went to each student and
had a private moment as he signed the
book. The kids were excited to meet him
and have a book signed by the author!
During the visit, Mr. White also
conducted a journaling class and
answered questions about his book. He
was very candid about his experiences
and was impressed with the efforts of
WRJDC students: “I was honored to
speak to the students.” Some of the
questions caused Mr. White to pause
and contemplate a serious response.
Mr. White explained the significance of
“outcasts” with a correlation between
himself and the leprosy patients at
Carville. He explained that while their
disfigurements were physical, his tended
to be internal character flaws that he
didn’t recognize until he was confronted
with the Hansen’s disease scars.
Mr. White’s visit was a treat for students,
faculty, staff, and visitors alike. It was a
very worthwhile activity and WRJDC

staff sincerely appreciate the community
support that made the visit possible.
The visit was a culminating activity
sponsored by the Southern Kentucky
Reads program. Ms. Kristie Lowry,
the Literary Outreach Coordinator
at Western Kentucky University’s
Craven’s Library, wrote a grant that
paid for the books and visit. Ms. Lisa
Rice and Ms. Ashley Fowlkes, from
the Warren County Public Library,
accompanied Mr. White making the
visit truly a multi-group effort to provide
programming for WRJDC students.

Teaching in Action
Upcoming
PD...

Morehead Youth Development Center
11.16.12
Join us to learn strategies from the teachers, administrators and
students of one of the Kentucky Department of Education’s
2012 Best Practice Sites for Alternative Education.
Earn EILA Hours • Network with Colleagues
Observe the DJJ Greyhound Program
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Music Therapy at Barren
County Day Treatment
Music has the power to affect us
on many different levels: physical,
emotional, mental, and spiritual. It
can calm us during times of stress,
motivate us during periods of weariness,
and heal our spirits when suffering.
So when therapist and musician Randy
Rush approached school administrator
Dan Belding about implementing a music
program at the day treatment program,
it seemed a perfect fit. Music “is a good
way to get across to the kids,” Rush said.
“It helps with kids’ listening skills and selfawareness. I think it helps them channel
anger, frustration and aggression.”
Focusing on drums and other percussion
instruments, the music therapy program
began on September 13 and will meet
every Thursday during the year, bringing
a positive element to the day treatment
that Belding believes will lead to more
student success. According to Belding,
students will learn more than notes and
time signatures. It will “help students
by building self-esteem and fine and
gross motor skills, especially percussion,
as well as hand-eye coordination. But
it can also help them focus and have
better attention, as well learn to work
through frustration,” Belding said.
Belding believes the day treatment
already has a “great atmosphere and
great staff. But we are always looking
for ways to get better…looking for great
ways to meet the needs of the students.”
The music therapy program will provide
another way for students to experience
success, build positive relationships,
and
receive
positive
attention.
6

Crime Prevention Coalition
comes to Adair Youth
Development Center
On September 24, 2012 Mr. Wayne
Alexander, Youth Program Coordinator
from the Kentucky Crime Prevention
Coalition, came to Adair Youth
Development Center to show the
students the dangers of driving under
the influence of alcohol and/or drugs.
The program is called “Hands on Student
Simulation.” It provides a way for
students to gain real-life exposure to the
perils of impaired driving without being
put at risk. The program also stresses the
importance of not texting while driving,
which is now also illegal in Kentucky.
Before the activities began, Mr.
Alexander gave some very interesting
information concerning what happens
if caught driving while impaired. Adults
and juveniles alike are arrested on the
spot, with adults going to the county
jail and the juveniles going directly to
a juvenile detention center. He pointed
out that receiving a DUI (driving under
the influence) never leaves your criminal
or background record, even for youthful
offenders. He also discussed the issue of
texting while driving. Because of recent
laws, if a wreck takes place, phone records
are subpoenaed and charges will be filed
if someone caused an accident by texting
while driving. Mr. Alexander stressed
the point that you WILL spend prison
time for DUI and texting while driving
if a fatality or serious injury is involved.
Mr. Alexander provided the students with
vision impairment goggles that simulate
the experience of being impaired. While
wearing the special goggles, students
drove a scooter, called Bruno Police 46,

*

through cones that represented people
or other cars that could be hit while
driving while impaired. They also had
the opportunity to shoot free-throws
while wearing the goggles and the
success rate of hitting the free-throws
was 0%. The students also walked, or
attempted to walk a straight line while
wearing the goggles. A few staff and
teachers also joined in the experiment.
All residential and detention programs
were given this opportunity from the
Kentucky Crime Prevention Coalition.
The hope of the Coalition, Mr. Alexander,
and all staff at AYDC is that students will
remember this simulation and carry the
lessons learned into their adult lives.
By working together, we can all make
Kentucky’s roadways safe for our citizens.

Does your
program have
an interesting
project or exciting
news to share?
Contact KECSAC
to be part of
Across Kentucky
in the next
Collaborative!

Outdoor classroom at Knox Appalachian School inspires learning
first steps to clear a walking trail through
the woods surrounding the pond and
classroom, then getting the kids involved
to make the trail an interactive learning
experience that incorporates all areas
of core content. Teachers and students
will produce educational materials to
be placed at learning stations all along
the trail that relate Kentucky standards
to the gorgeous scenery that the
school and visitors will be able to enjoy.

The new outdoor classroom at Knox Appalachian
School in Barbourville

When KECSAC staff visited Knox
Appalachian School in Barbourville, KY,
they expected to see the new outdoor
classroom that had been built on the
property of the Appalachian Children’s
Home. What they witnessed was an
amazing
collaborative
relationship
between the school and the children’s
home leadership that has resulted in
a wonderful atmosphere for learning.
Roger Vanover, school principal, shared
the story of how the outdoor classroom
came to be. He applied for a minigrant from KECSAC and was awarded
funds to begin the project, good news
he shared with Steve Yeary, president
of Appalachian Children’s Home. Mr.
Vanover was sharing the news in order
to discuss placement of the outdoor
classroom on the property. Rather than
just promise space for the classroom,
Mr. Yeary contributed additional funds
and began working with Mr. Vanover to
carry out the dream of building a place
for their students to learn outside of
the traditional classroom. Now, less
than six months later, students at Knox
Appalachian School have an absolutely
stunning vista from their outdoor
classroom, where they learn real life
applications of their math and science
lessons and how to apply them to the

environment around them. On the day
KECSAC staff visited, math teacher Kenny
Smallwood had his kids in the outdoor
classroom calculating the volume of the
pond it overlooks. On other days, science
teacher Jesse Smith led his students
in conducting a water analysis of that
pond. But the staff isn’t just limiting the
beautiful setting to math and science
lessons, and they aren’t stopping with the
construction of the classroom. The entire
school is excited about their next project;
they are going to “Blaze a Trail!” Mr.
Vanover and the staff will be taking the

These exciting projects are just the
beginning for these motivated education
and treatment teams. All of these and
other new endeavors, such as bringing
iPads and Apple TV’s into the school
and establishing a seasonal wetlands
area, are an effort to really engage
the students. As Mr. Vanover states,
“We’re experiencing relevance and rigor
here like never before,” and it is that
relevance and application to real life
experiences that makes learning possible
for his kids. He credits his staff, who
transition coordinator Cassie Gallion
refers to as the Fab 5, and the excellent
treatment team led by Jody Risner and
Maria Canineu for making the education
experience both in and outside of the
classroom relatable and valuable. As
he puts it, “we have teaching and
learning happening. I’m just so thrilled.”

View from the classroom overlooking the pond which is often used for learning opportunities
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KECSAC
104 Case Annex
Eastern Kentucky University
521 Lancaster Avenue
Richmond, Kentucky 40475
452581
Comments: Contact the editor at
(859) 622-6552
The Collaborative is published quarterly and
provided at no cost to the readership. Additional
information on our website: www.kecsac.eku.edu
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