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KECSAC Packs the House and
		 Gets ‘Fired Up’ at Annual Summit!
More than 300 educators from around the Commonwealth came to the campus of
Eastern Kentucky University on July 26-27 to get FIRED UP!! The 15th Annual Alternative
Strategies for Educating Students At-Risk Summit started off with a bang as keynote
speaker Aric Bostick engaged and excited the crowd about the important work they do.
The high-energy opening session set the tone for two days of breakout and featured
sessions capped off by another humorous and engaging speaker, closing keynote
presenter Cea Cohen Elliott. Mrs. Elliott reminded teachers of the importance of laughter
and self-care as they headed back into their classrooms for the new year.
Between keynote addresses, the participants chose between breakout sessions on a
variety of topics, ranging from using box car racing to teach math lessons to classroom
Aric Bostick opened the summer summit
management and trauma-informed care strategies. Day one concluded with a featured by energizing and motivating educators
session by former DJJ Commissioner, Hasan Davis. Mr. Davis combined his own story from across the state with his high-energy,
and inspirational message.
with a tool for student engagement and relationship building to motivate and inform
the crowd. Day two began with an exciting partnership with KET. Renee Shaw hosted a viewing of KET’s “Dropping Back
In” documentary series and moderated a panel of inspirational former students and educators. Featured in the series,
Kellie Blair Hardt joined the group all the way from Arlington, Virginia to share her story of becoming an educator after her
hardships as an often homeless youth who dropped out of school. Logan Collins, a former KECSAC student, emphasized
how the encouragement of his teachers in alternative settings kept him in school after struggling with a history of family
Cont. on page 3...

From the Director’s Desk

				

KECSAC Director Dr. Ronnie Nolan

“Success is a journey not a destination. The doing is usually more
important than the outcome.” – Arthur Ashe

Dear Friends,
Earlier this summer I had the amazing opportunity to speak at a commencement ceremony for an Upward Bound
program serving students from eastern Kentucky. I offered them some advice that I hope will be of some benefit to
them and you, no matter what role you play in our work to serve our students. If I have learned one thing in my career,
it is that all of us together are smarter than any one of us alone. I certainly don’t have all the answers, and at times, I
question if I have any of the answers, but I know that collectively, with our teacher leaders and our students, we have a
wealth of knowledge and invaluable experience. It’s this collective knowledge that is helping us develop critical thinking
skills in our students and it’s this collective wisdom that is elevating the educational standards of our programs.
The second piece of advice I offered them was something I have relied on my entire life. It is that, “you, and only you,
control your future.” Upon arriving at my very first job interview when I was 15 years old, my mom, who drove me there,
told me that once I walked through those doors that it was up to me to forge my own future. No one else was going to
be there to “toot my horn” or sell me. That responsibility fell squarely on my shoulders. It taught me a valuable lesson…
that you are not trapped into being who you are right now, you can be who you imagine, but that the responsibility for
achieving it is yours alone. This is critically important for the children and youth we serve and it was critically important
for me. Our students are often in the midst of confusing and terrifying times. Being removed from your home, even if
it is in your best interest, is tough; I’m not sure that even as an adult I would respond as well as our students do. But I
know that even in the depths of turmoil, our students need to be inspired to dream about who they want to become
and then we have to help them build action plans for making it happen. The teachers and leaders who are working in our
programs continue to serve as inspiration to me and countless others because they are living this daily in their work on
behalf of our students.
I tried to offer other insights, but I ended with some advice that seems particularly relevant for our students. As
most of our readers and partners know, our students are often academically behind their peers. There are a multitude
of reasons for this, including lack of parental support, history of truancy, lapses in education, but it is important to
remember that failure is not the opposite of success. Failure is just a stepping stone on the way to success. I have failed
more times in my life than I care to remember. I have blundered speeches, I have said the wrong thing at the wrong time,
I have rewritten every report I have ever finished, and in the end, I have learned from each experience. Our students
have faced failures too, and it’s up to us to help them experience the warm embrace of success. As we continue to
encourage our students, to push them academically, to challenge them, we also have to be the constant reminder that
success is a process, a journey and not just the final destination.
As I walked off the stage that night, reflecting on the words I had just shared, I realized just how intricately they were
a part of my life and the life of our students. We must all remember that we are better together, we can create our own
futures, and success is a journey.
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discord that led him onto a dangerous path. Chris
Salyers, principal of The Learning Center in Fayette
County, represented all of the passionate educators in
this state who are finding ways to keep their students
engaged and shared his philosophy and strategies for
reducing the dropout rate. The panel really provided first
hand insight into the struggles and rewards of educating
students at-risk.

Above: Closing keynote speaker Cea Elliott
passed out fun toys to the crowd during
her motivating speech.
Right: Aric Bostick signed books provided
to each conference attendee made possible
through a sponsorship by the Kentucky
Center for School Safety.

A panel moderated by KET’s Renee Shaw featured inspirational former students and

A highlight of educators. The panel followed a viewing of KET’s “Dropping Back In” documentary.
the summit was the
awards luncheon, where educators and one special
student were recognized for excelling in their fields and
inspiring other students. Gage Ramage, a student from
Lake Cumberland Youth Development Center, spoke to
the audience about his experience in gaining college
credit while in the program. This was no easy task to
arrange and complete, but with his own determination,
and that of the teaching and DJJ staff at Lake Cumberland,
he is well on his way to completing a degree in welding.
Gage was a stark reminder to those present that their
efforts to push and motivate students does pay off.

KECSAC would like to thank the members of the
planning committee, our state partners, and our generous
sponsors, the Department of Juvenile Justice and the Kentucky Center for School Safety, for
making this year’s summit possible. We look forward to working together to make next year
even more exciting!

Congratulations to our 2016 Student of the Year and SACSAA Award Winners!
Mr. Gage Ramage of Lake Cumberland Youth Development Center (left) was the winner of
KECSAC’s Student of the Year Award for 2016 and his $500 scholarship award will help him pursue
his degree in welding at Somerset Community College where he is currently enrolled. We are
pleased to announce that Mr. Aric Bostick, our keynote presenter at the 15th Annual At-Risk Summit,
also pledged to match KECSAC’s scholarship after meeting Gage at the awards presentation. We
are very thankful to Mr. Bostick for his generous gift and for all the hard work he does to empower
educators of at-risk youth!
Our Annual SACSAA Awards were also presented to the very deserving 2016 winners during
our At-Risk Summit. The winners pictured from left to right are: School Administrator of the Year,
Angela Austin, of Owensboro Treatment Center and Owensboro Day Treatment in the Daviess
County School District; Support Staff of the Year, Naomi Coogle, who is a teacher’s assistant at Lincoln Village Regional Juvenile
Detention Center in the Hardin County School District; Our second Support Staff of the Year, is Ben Wilson, the Evaluation
Coordinator at Adair Youth Development Center in the Adair County School District; Outstanding Teacher of the Year, Erica GoinsBrooks, who is the 2nd and 3rd grade Special Education teacher at Western Day Treatment in the Jefferson County School District;
and our second Outstanding Teacher of the Year is David Sullivan, who is a teacher at Mercer County Day Treatment in the Mercer
County School District. Be sure to read more about each winner in our 2016 KECSAC Annual Report which will be published soon!
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Program News

Woodsbend YDC Helps Mother Earth
Residents of Woodsbend Youth Development Center spent
time last April acknowledging Earth Day by doing their part
to make the world a
little more beautiful.
The young men spent a
whole day cleaning four
miles of local roadside
by collecting trash and
other debris. They
ended up cleaning a
total of 22 bags of trash
and a truckload of tires
that had been disposed
of over hillsides.

Audubon Students Put Their
				 Masonry Skills to the Test
This summer, students at Audubon Youth Development Center
(YDC) saw the culmination of their hard work in their masonry class
as they installed a final mailbox structure for the program. At the
request of Mr. James Thompson, Dept. of Juvenile Justice Director
for the Central Region, the vocational education department was
tasked to design and construct a functioning multiplex mailbox for the
whole Audubon campus in order to alleviate the problem of wet mail.
Therefore the task was undertaken by the masonry and carpentry
classes at Audubon. Before building the final mailbox, they tested and
built their design several times in class over the course of about six
months before they installed the final product. Mr. Herb Ashton, the
KDE/CTE masonry instructor at Audubon YDC, said the mailbox project
fit well into the curriculum and that students did a great job on the
final mailbox design. They finished installing the mailbox structure this June.

Audubon students tested and built designs for
the mailbox structure in class before installing
the final product this June.
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Mayfield YDC Gives Back to Community Through Service

Students from Mayfield YDC
help with set-up for the annual
community charity yard sale held
by the Mayfield-Graves County
Need Line and Food Pantry.

Students from Mayfield Youth Development Center are
learning valuable community service lessons by helping the
Mayfield-Graves County Need Line and Food Pantry, along with
local churches, organize the 11th annual Community Yard Sale
on September 24, 2016 in Mayfield. The residents, with help
from Youth Worker Supervisor Michael Bright, are assisting every
Tuesday with the set-up of the indoor event, which is very large
in scale and comprised of donated items. The students have said
they are very proud to be a part of
the yard sale that will benefit local
residents in need. Last year the sale
raised more than $21,000 for the Need
Line and Food Pantry, which provides
emergency food and utility assistance
to local families, the elderly, and
homeless community members.

Students Interact with Wildlife at Kentucky Down
				Under Adventure Zoo
Green River Youth Development Center residents recently went on a field trip to the
historic Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo in Horse Cave, Kentucky. While there,
the young men watched some awesome herding dogs work seamlessly with a flock of
sheep, and got to visit with the largest marsupials on earth: kangaroos! The students
became a roost for some rainbow lorikeets as they fed them nectar from their hands
as well. They also managed to work in some amazing encounters at the live animal and
bird shows. It turned out to be a fun and exciting trip for youth and staff.

Green River YDC students got up close
with goats, fed rainbow lorikeets, and
encountered lots of various wildlife at a
recent field trip to the Kentucky Down
Under Adventure Zoo.
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Student Art Showcase: Morehead Youth Development Center

Telling Their Stories
Last spring the girls at Morehead
Youth Development Center
participated in a poetry project
lead by Kentucky’s 2015/2016 poet
laureate George Ella Lyon. The
project, titled “Where I’m From,”
provides a writing template for
students to collect experiences in
a form that resembles Ms. Lyon’s
famous poem of the same name.
According to her website, it is Ms.
Lyon’s goal to gather “Where I’m
From” poems from writers in all 120
Kentucky counties.
While participating in this project,
Suszanne Jones, a para-educator at
Morehead decided to take the idea
further. “We took on the project full
force and some of the most amazing,
deep and dark writings were developed,”
Ms. Jones said. “I was so proud of these
to the point I created a bulletin board to
display them. The poems weren’t enough
though, so me being a lover of art I
encouraged the students to also create
a painting to go along with their poems
and we were amazed yet again.”
It was during this project that Ms.
Jones came up with the idea for
additional photo essays. She was taking
photos of the girls with their poems
and paintings before they left the
program, and during the photo
shoot with one student they began
talking about what it would be like
leaving the program. It clicked for
Ms. Jones that one of the portraits
she took, along with the student’s
words perfectly expressed what goes
through students’ minds when faced
with entering back into the “real
world.”
“This new photo project visually
represents a little bit of themselves,
or ‘their words,’ that often times
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people don’t hear or want to hear,”
Ms. Jones explained. “These are our
students, who really do want
to be successful, but often
times they know the reality of
the forces that they are going
to face once they leave us,
because they have been there
before.”
The powerful photos are
a part of an ongoing project
Ms. Jones continues to work
on by building a trusting
relationship with her students.
She is amazed at what the girls
have to say and the outcome
of their work together, as well as the
art and poems they have produced for
the “Where I’m From” project. And
even though the portrait project isn’t
complete, she already feels it will be a
favorite art showcase for not only her,
but the students, and all those who see
the work as well.

In Their Own Words
“Where I’m From” - by MM-2016
I am from backwoods,
From wintergreen and Redwings.
I am from the staining of a walnut
(Smearing on my hands like coal.)
I am from cherry trees, and aloe plants that
kissed the burns on my skin countless times.
I’m from smashing cakes and family musicians,
From Jamie and Michael.
I’m from the “suck it up” and “rub some dirt.”
From quit mumbling and talk slower.
I’m from the Fruit of the spirits to live by,
And New Testament books I can say to myself.
I’m from Starfire Hill and Oil Springs,
Deviled eggs and macaroni tomatoes.
From the stroke that took my grandpa’s life,
To the ache of nana’s back when it rained.
In my closet is a weary, faded blue suitcase,
An old fashioned lock holding memories in.
I am these moments ones I long to remember
and will soon forget.
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