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KECSAC Programs Awarded “Mini-Grants” for Technology,
Curriculum, Textbooks, Gardening, Music, Science and More!
There is no denying that state agency programs
across Kentucky are doing amazing things to provide the
best learning environment for Kentucky’s most at-risk
students. However, the reality of educational budgets
often means that some supplies, technology, and
projects that enhance learning aren’t feasible. In order
to help this deficit for academic initiatives in currently
funded programs, KECSAC initiates a special mini-grant
Request for Proposal (RFP) process each year if there is
an availability in funds. As in years past when mini-grant
funds have been available, the intent is to help programs
implement projects designed to meet the significant
academic achievement needs of the state agency children
they serve.
Each year a certain amount of State Agency Children
Funds (SACF) are earmarked for programming intending
to directly impact the achievement gap our students face,
and sometimes funds also become available if programs
close during the academic year. “Some of the SACF
funds that are set aside go back to the programs as an
increased per-child rate. But we also want those funds to
benefit students in a more direct way. So as in years past,
we opened this competitive allocation for programs to
implement specific projects or initiatives they wouldn’t
otherwise have the funds for,” KECSAC Director Ronnie
Nolan explained.
The KECSAC office began accepting RFPs from
February 6th through February 24th, 2017. By the deadline
for submissions, 35 proposals from 33 different programs
were received highlighting the use of varied projects and

initiatives, including school supplies, technology for the
classroom, textbooks, library books, science tools and
curriculum, gardening equipment, music and art supplies,
and much more. This year, each request was limited to
$10,000 per program, and submissions outlined details,
goals and the impact of the project/initiative if it were
awarded. All mini-grant recipients are also required to
report back to KECSAC to share measurable outcomes
and successes of their projects.
Since there were so many excellent proposals
submitted, the requests far exceeded the amount
of available funds. The KECSAC team reviewed each
proposal carefully and ranked them according to how well
the proposal satisfied the criteria specified within the
RFP. Once each proposal was ranked, the KECSAC team
allocated funds based on these rankings. Some proposals
Cont. on page 3...

From the Director’s Desk

				

KECSAC Director Dr. Ronnie Nolan

“Education is the key to unlock the golden door of freedom.”
– George Washington Carver

Dear Friends,
These words have never been more relevant than they are today. Especially when discussing state agency children
and their quest for independence. It is widely accepted that quality education is important for the future success of our
children, but many may not realize the crucial role education also plays in the growth, safety, health and well-being of
our society.
Over the last couple of months, the Kentucky General Assembly has been hard at work addressing a multitude of
critical education needs for our Commonwealth. As they discussed accountability, assessments, core content, teacher
qualifications and pension systems, they also focused attention on state agency children. House Bill 522, sponsored by
Representative John Carney and co-sponsored by Representative Reginald Meeks, addresses a critical gap by creating a
new pathway for academic achievement for state agency children. This bill affords state agency children who are at least
17 years old the opportunity to take the GED test while being dually enrolled in a diploma track program. In addition,
the legislature has moved bills related to FAIR team referrals for state agency child status, bills related to students in the
foster care system, bills specifying school notification of children in the custody of DCBS, and many others. Indeed, this
has been a busy session for our children and youth.
While our students represent a small number when compared to the whole of the school age population in our
Commonwealth, their needs are not small. As we often discuss, our students have significant academic achievement
gaps, they experience personal and residual trauma at higher rates than their peers and often have identified learning
disabilities. These complex issues, when coupled with frequent transitions, create additional barriers for the children and
youth we serve. This is why it is so important for our community stakeholders to continue speaking out and working for
our students. We know that high-quality schools provide a return on services valued in great excess to their funding. We
know this because research proves it, but also because we see it daily in our programs across the Commonwealth.
With additional support from the legislature, and with an increased investment in the youth we serve, it is critical that
our programs continue offering high quality, student focused, needs driven education to our students. It’s our mission
to provide our students with the skills and resources they need to be successful long after they leave our classrooms.
This investment in improving academic outcomes is highlighted in this issue of “The Collaborative.” As an agency we
challenged our programs to think critically, to think boldly and to develop expanded learning opportunities for our
students. I think you will find that our programs met this challenge head on. Over the coming months, our students will
see the benefits of this increased investment…and in the years ahead our Commonwealth will also reap those benefits as
our students enter the workforce, the military, and our post-secondary institutions.
In the end, when we meet our mission of preparing the next generation of lifelong learners, I am confident we will
look back upon our time and recognize the importance of George Washington Carvers words. Education is indeed the
key…for freedoms not yet imagined.
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KECSAC “Mini-Grant” Recipients
were fully funded while others were partially funded. Because each proposal was designed to meet a critical need
within the programs, we wanted to ensure each program received some additional funds to help meet that program’s
critical need.
You can review the list of KECSAC programs that received mini-grants and a very brief description of projects and
supplies to be funded in the table below.
Total Award

District

Program

Description

1

Barren

College Street Campus

"WhyTry" Resilience Education Training

$2,739.60

2

Boyd

Ramey-Estep High School

Interactive Board Technology and Equipment

$5,000.00

3

Boyle

Boyle Co. DT

Document Camera & Dave Ramsey

4

Butler

Green River YDC

Interactive Board Technology and Equipment

$6,650.00

5

Calloway

Calloway Co. DT

Computers and Achieve3000 Differentiated Instruction

$7,000.00

6

Campbell

Alexandria Educational Center

Project-Based Science and Life Skills Curriculum

$7,850.25

Christian

Christian Co. DT

Accelerated Reader and Math, and Books (electronic and
print)

$6,075.00

Clinton

Foothills Academy

Musical Education Equipment

$4,801.46

Corbin Ind.

Corbin Educational Center &
ASPIRE MHDT

Chromebooks and Library Books

$6,250.00

Danville Ind.

Sunrise - Woodlawn Children's
Campus

Greenhouses and Equipment for "Growing Knowledge"
Curriculum

$4,000.00

Daviess

Owensboro DT

Edgenuity MyPath and other Online Curriculum, and Library
Books

$6,655.00

12

Daviess

Valley School

Chromebooks, Textbooks, and Reading and Math Curriculum

$7,000.00

13

Graves

Mayfield YDC

Computers and Chromebooks

$8,850.00

14

Jackson

Barnabas Home

Lakeshore Learning STEM Labs and Books

$4,640.20

15

Jefferson

Boys' Haven

Tablets and Classroom Curriculum

$5,000.00

16

Jefferson

Maryhurst

iPads, Explore Learning Curriculum, and Science equipment

$5,000.00

17

Jessamine

All God's Children

Trifecta Wellness Project, and Musical Education Equipment

$6,000.00

18

Kenton

Northern KY YDC

Wifi Stations

19

McCracken

McCracken Regional School

Chromebooks

$3,435.00

20

Mercer

Mercer Co. DT

3D Printer and Training

$9,673.00

Montgomery

Hope Hill

Edmentum Study Island Resources and Educational Field
Trips

$7,062.40

22

Morgan

Woodsbend YDC

Interactive Board Technology and Equipment

$5,000.00

23

Newport Ind.

Campbell Co. RJDC

Math Intervention Specialist

$9,920.00

24

Pike

Phelps DT

iPads and Science Curriculum and Equipment

$6,700.00

25

Pike

Shelby Valley DT

Computers

$3,228.00

26

Pulaski

Pulaski Somerset DT

Computers

$9,879.00

Pulaski

Sunrise - Cumberland Adventure
Program

Computers and Textbooks

$5,000.00

28

Rowan

Morehead YDC

Computers

$5,500.00

29

Rowan

Sunrise- Morehead Center

Educational Field Trips and Art Supplies

$3,000.00

30

Warren

Warren Co. DT

Interactive Board Technology and Breakout EDU Kits

$4,819.99

31

Wayne

Lake Cumberland YDC

iPads, STEM Classroom Kits, and "Study Buddy"

$5,000.00

32

Wayne

Otter Creek Academy

Computer and Lifeskills Software

$3,043.95

33

Wolfe

Dessie Scott Children's Home

Projector, laptops & Calculators

$5,300.00

7
8
9
10
11

21

27

$454.95

$10,000.00

Total

$190,527.80
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Program News

Technology at Woodsbend YDC Creates
Opportunities for Students
Woodsbend Graduates Embark on Postsecondary Journey
This January, two graduates at Woodsbend YDC were
able to enroll at Maysville Community and Technical
College in order to start their post-secondary education via
online classes while still in care. These students are able to
do this because of efforts over the past few years on behalf
of the program, the DJJ Educational Branch, DJJ Technology
department, and cooperation of the district to provide
increased Internet connection to the students in a YDC
setting. It was also made possible due to the staff’s recent
involvement with the Center For Educational Excellence In
Alternative Settings (CEEAS) and the training they received
in implementing secure and responsible use of the Internet
in a secure facility to facilitate academic success.
One of the students taking online classes is working
towards a major in social psychology while taking
humanities, English, math, and introduction to information
systems courses. The other student is working towards
a major in basic carpentry while taking courses in
reading, basic blueprints, introduction to computers,
industrial safety, and earth’s physical environment
courses. This second student is particularly proud of his
accomplishments since he is the first person in his family
to attend college.

After administration at
Woodsbend approved the
students to enroll, they worked
with admissions at the college
to ensure it was a feasible
venture. Then the students went
through the process of filling
out FAFSAs for student aid and
taking entrance exams, and then
were assigned their advisors and
started classes on January 9.

A

student

works

on

online

classes at Maysville Community
School Administrator Lillian
and Technical College from
Allen is excited and hopeful for
Woodsbend YDC.
the students and their college
endeavors. She said this wouldn’t
have been possible without the help of everyone at the
YDC. “There is an old saying, ‘It takes a village to raise
a child,’ and nothing could be more true and applicable
for our youth than this statement. The WYDC ‘village’
continues to work collaboratively to foster student success.
This is especially true for our new vocational rehabilitation
instructor, Derrik Young, who spent many hours working to
help these students enroll.”

Internet Capabilities Allow Students to Expand Technological Literacy and Skills

One student named Skyler is taking advantage of the online Khan Academy to learn how to
code .html and create web pages. The online resource allows students like Skyler to build on
their own technology-related skills. School administrator Lillian Allen says Skyler already had
experience coding in JavaScript as well, which he taught himself. After a few tutorials, Skyler
was able to create the website shown to the right in .html. Ms. Allen says there are other coding
classes in Khan Academy for students to take advantage of, but soon Skyler will need more
advanced instruction since he excels at them. Therefore, the YDC is looking into other resources
for students to learn coding such as Udacity,
Coursera, and CodeHS.

Students can also access TinkerCad (an online
CAD website) at the program in order to design
many things including building structures. Skyler
Skyler works on coding a
also excels at creating CAD designs of the buildings
website through the online
Khan Academy.
on Woodsbend’s campus using this website. He first
takes pictures using a GoPro camera and uses the
images to create the drafting designs. Ms. Allen says they have printed
out a few of his replicas on their 3D printer as well. The ability to access
these resources and provide students with technology-focused education
is a testament to the improvements in connectivity and Internet access
the program and DJJ have worked hard to implement in recent years.
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An example of the websites students can create with the help of
technology updates at Woodsbend YDC.

Students Graduate from Jobs For Life Program at
Christian County Day Treatment
Christian County Day Treatment youth took part in the
Jobs for Life program this past fall, with instructor Emanuel
Wilson from the local YMCA. The Jobs for Life program is a
global nonprofit organization that engages and equips the
local church to address the impact of joblessness through
the dignity of work. By mobilizing a worldwide network of
volunteers committed to applying biblically-based training and
mentoring relationships, Jobs for Life helps those in need find
dignity and purpose through meaningful work. They also offer
a special youth track of this program called Powered for Life,
which the students participated in from October 18 through
December 9, 2016 with Mr. Wilson coming to the facility
twice weekly. During the course of the program, the youth
learned how to overcome emotional and physical roadblocks,
conflict resolution skills, the power of planning, how to create
a resume/vocational planning, interviewing skills, as well as
other personal and vocational skills.
A graduation ceremony was also held for the students
and they each got to wear a cap and gown to wear and
were presented with a Certificate of Completion. Through
this program, youth are able to build on their personal and
professional skills for future success and resiliency.

Above: Students at
the Day Treatment
participate in the
graduation ceremony
from the Jobs for Life
program.
Right: A student
receives her certificate
of completion.

Hardin County Day Treatment Recycles to
Benefit Community
Since 2007, Hardin County Day
Treatment has been participating in
an on-going community recycling
project. Deborah Wilson, the
records clerk at the program, is
instrumental in the organization of the
project, which collects plastic bottle caps and lids that are eventually
recycled into park benches. Students at the program have always been
directly involved with the project as well. When enough caps and lids
are collected, they are given to a local church that handles delivering
the lids to a company who transforms them into benches. The
benches are then used around the community, sometimes honoring
certain groups such as veterans. The community is also involved in this
recycling venture since people regularly bring in lids to the program
to contribute, even people from other cities and states. Students are
currently saving the lids for another KECSAC program, Lincoln Village
RJDC, since they would like to have a couple of benches for a butterfly
garden they are developing.

Above:
One
of
the
benches in the community
that Hardin County Day
Treatment recycled bottle
tops to create.
Right:
Students
help
collect bottle tops from the
community all year.
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Program News

Student Success Spotlight: Taylor
Taylor, who is a student at Middlesboro Group Home was recently highlighted
for his success academically and personally by his School Administrator Stephen
Spangler. “I wanted to recognize a success story from our program named Taylor.
He has not only lost 85 pounds since coming to the group home in October,
but he has also earned four credits and has been a model student at school
and the group home,” Mr. Spangler said. “He works very hard in our afternoon
activity and physical education class, and also when he is at the group home.
He is on track to graduate and will be leaving here early March to go back to his
home district!”
Taylor is a 17-year-old from Bath County who plans to receive a
postsecondary degree to become an electrician after he graduates. He also
dreams of having a family one day and being able to provide for his mother
when she’s older. He is also very proud of himself for accomplishing his weight
loss goals since being at the group home. “That is that best thing that has ever
happened to me in a long time, and now I feel better because I can work out
more. My back also does not hurt anymore because I lost weight and I plan
to lose more to help me in the long run,” Taylor said. Next year Taylor will
be a senior, and after graduation he hopes to get a job with his step dad
and start his postsecondary education. Congratulations on reaching your
personal and academic goals Taylor! We applaud your successes!

In the Words of Students

Excerpts from “Circle Seven” - A book of prose and poetry
by Ramey-Estep Students
The Child In Me
When I see beauty around me
When everyone’s sweet and gentle
When my heart is full of joy
When love is blooming inside
I know he is there
The child in me
Genuine
Simple
Pure
15-year-old boy

Every Day
Everybody is always thinking about tomorrow,
But what about today?
You have to get through this day,
Before you even think about looking that way.
You need to have the strength,
To make it to the next day.
All you have to do is
Accept where you are,
And ask God to carry you through today.
And when tomorrow comes,
You build strength to look forward to the next day.
Make sure you do that every day
15-year-old girl

For more information about Circle Seven and how to get a copy, contact the KECSAC office at 859-622-6552
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Arts and Humanities Speakers Visit Warren RJDC
The Confucius Institute Teaches Chinese Culture

Mr. John from WKU Confucius
Institute teaches students songs,
how to count, and write their name
in Chinese.

Warren Regional Juvenile Detention Center welcomed the New
Year with a cultural experience courtesy of the Western Kentucky
University Confucius Institute on January 5. Established in April 2010,
the Confucius Institute at WKU (CI at WKU) is aimed at disseminating
the Chinese culture and language throughout the state of Kentucky
by recruiting teachers from China to work in K-12 institutions
throughout the state, offering Chinese language and culture classes.
The CI at WKU also serves as a regional center for Chinese teacher
training, and Chinese curriculum development at the K-12 level.

Students were introduced to the year of the rooster with
information behind the Chinese zodiac signs, and learned the
method of painting traditional fans with ink and red paint. The
students worked with calligraphy pens to write their name and to decorate their fans with Chinese
floral designs. Mr. John from the institute taught the students a new version of the traditional Happy
Birthday song and a Scottish song for the New Year, and they sang them in Chinese. The students
had a lesson in counting and writing in this new foreign language, which was very enjoyable and an
exciting way to usher in the new year for the students!

Another teacher from
the Confucius Institute
instructs students how
to
paint
traditional
Chinese fans.

Kentucky Artist Pat Ritter Helps Students Apply Artistic Elements to Their Own Work
On February 28, 2017, Ms. Pat Ritter visited WRJDC to honor a Showcasing the Arts Grant from
the Kentucky Arts Council. Ms. Ritter is a juried Teaching Artist with The Kentucky Arts Council,
VSA of KY (serving special needs populations) and has extensive experience doing short and long
residencies.
Prior to her visit, Ms. Ritter emailed several images of her work
along with writing prompts for the students to comment on the
works. This prepared the students for her presentation and got
them to think and write about artistic elements. During
her presentation she explained to the students her
vocational journey to becoming a self-employed paid
artist, and discussed many of her paintings and works.
She also explained the processes used, the necessary
art training, and the various academic areas that each
piece of work incorporated. Her goal was to expose
this population to the complicated career of an artist as
well as speak on the various pathways to careers in the
Artist Pat Ritter displays one of her arts. This session underlined the elements of art and
landscape works to students.
principles of design which every artist uses on a constant Above: Artist Pat Ritter explains artistic
elements in different works of art to
basis and increased the students’ arts literacy. Ms. Ritter led them in discussions on
students.
drawing and creating models. She explained her construction process and helped the Below: Students displayed their work
students process an understanding of the design process for works of art.
creating “My Own Landscape” which
was an assignment Ms. Ritter left for the
To build on the lesson from Ms. Ritter, students were left with a partially drawn
students to complete.
8” x 10” landscape using lines and shapes that they would complete using their own
elements, colors, and style for a hands-on “My Own Landscape” assignment. When it concluded, this showcase served as
both a new learning experience and a remedial unit whereby the students were able to connect and integrate everything
they have learned thus far regarding the elements of art and the principles of design.
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