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Dear KECSAC Community,
Education policy in Kentucky has been changing at a breakneck
pace over the last several months. We have proposed new graduation
requirements, we have an increased focus on special education services,
on behavior management reporting and nearly everything else. It would
be easy to get caught up in the negotiating, the uncertainty, the rhetoric,
the endless debates over educational quality in Kentucky, our classrooms
and those in traditional settings as well. While we continue working to
address the educational needs of our students, we also keep an eye on what
is happening at the state level that will certainly have an impact on how we
deliver a top quality education to the children and youth we serve. Which
reminds me, and I hope you too, that our continued focus should always
be on what is best for our students; this idea continues to be the beauty
of our programs. That amazing space between the world of education and
treatment where students can finally find their voice, their passion, their
confidence…this is where our teachers and administrators make magic
happen to help students who have faced what may have seemed like
insurmountable obstacles.
Our students may not be interested in educational policy discussions or
debates. They may not be following every state board of education meeting
or news conference. They are simply learning how to be contributing
citizens in our Commonwealth and our country. They are learning who
they are and who they can be. They are learning to manage their complex
feelings and to understand their experiences. They are learning to balance
the lives they have led with the lives they strive to lead. Many of our
teachers know firsthand students who are just like this, because we see
them every day in our programs. We now have a record 10,000 children
and youth in out-of-home care in Kentucky, and the number is growing.
These students bring with them a life experience that many of us could not
imagine, yet they also bring a wealth of potential. It’s that potential we are
harnessing daily and it’s that potential that will help our students obtain a
quality education while also learning through our treatment partners how
best to navigate the society we find ourselves in. Let us stay focused on the
issue at hand; our students, their needs and our ability to bridge the gap
between what they have and what they need.
Sincerely,
Ronnie Nolan, Ed.D.
Director, KECSAC
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Kentucky Alternative
Education Summit
With a new name KECSAC’s annual summer professional development
offering provided the same great training to a record crowd of educators and
other participants this year.
Thanks to the amazing presenters and participants
from all over Kentucky, KECSAC held its largest and best
Kentucky Alterative Education Summit to date! Formerly
known as the Alternative Strategies for Educating Students
At-Risk Summit, this year’s event got an updated name
and more attendees than ever. The 17th Annual KAES was
held on July 31st and August 1st at the Embassy Suites in
Lexington. The large venue really came in handy with more
than 350 guests for the SACSAA Awards Luncheon on the
first day.
Mark Anthony Garrett kicked off the summit with his
heartfelt and inspiring keynote address. Mark connected
with the audience by sharing difficult experiences from his
youth, experiences that the students in state agency education
programs face every day. Poverty, neglect, homelessness, and
abuse led to a childhood spent in foster care and juvenile
justice programs. Even after being adopted, Mark’s dreams
of a forever home were crushed
when he lost his adoptive mother
to cancer. Through the fog of all of
these hardships, a very special teacher
was able to reach Mark and inspire
him to pursue higher education and
dedicate his life to helping young
people and adults overcome their
own challenges. This dedication led
him to Kentucky this July, where
he made real connections with the
educators working with students
just like himself.

experts in the field of alternative education and behavioral
health, a key component to working with traumatized
students. Teachers and administrators in KECSAC programs
generously shared their strategies with colleagues. State
agency partners updated participants on resources available,
legislative measures affecting our teachers and students, and
best practices throughout the Commonwealth. The featured
training for the whole group highlighted innovations in
project based learning.
Outstanding teachers, support staff, administrators,
community members, and students were recognized during
the SACSAA Awards ceremony. Clayton Thomas, the
impressive student nominated by his teachers and principal
at Ramey-Estep High School, spoke to the audience after
accepting his award. Clayton is furthering his education at
Eastern Kentucky University this fall and has a bright future
ahead of him!

A highlight of the summit
were the many breakout sessions
facilitated by practitioners and
Mark Anthony Garrett kicked off the Summit with his keynote address.
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Barry White Jr. closed the summit
by sharing his strategies for forming real
relationships with his students. In the
few years that Barry has been teaching
in North Carolina, he has made a name
for himself as the “Handshake Teacher.”
Barry’s individualized handshake for each
of his students has caught the attention
of the public and of educators all over
the world. Taking the time to make each
student feel noticed and appreciated
has given him the ability to teach to
each student’s needs and made a positive
difference in his classroom.

Left: Mark Garrett signed copies of his book for
attendees.
Above: Barry White Jr., otherwise known as the
“handshake teacher,” closed the summit with his
uplifting story.

KECSAC would like to thank the members of the planning committee, our state partners, and our generous sponsors,
the Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of Education for making this year’s summit successful. And to each
of the hard working individuals who took the time to develop valuable training for your colleagues, this event truly would not
be possible without you! We look forward to working together to make next year even more exciting!

Above Left: Michelle Ruckdeschel
provided project-based learning
training during the featured
session of the Summit.
Above Right: KECSAC’s Student
of the Year Clayton Thomas gave
a moving speech about the help
and guidance Ramey Estep High
School gave him in accomplishing
his goals.
Left: Winners of the SACSAA and
Student of the Year Awards were
(Front row from left to right):
Sandra Pitman, Tom Greer, Clayton
Thomas, Kim Ezell, and Jana Glass.
(Back Row) SACSAA President Ben
Annis and KECSAC Director Ronnie
Nolan.

KECSAC
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A Place to Call

Home

Kentucky United Methodist Children’s Homes are celebrating the first year of operation in
their new facility in Nicholasville that was built with the care of children at the forefront. We
talked to the organization to learn about its history and all the great things this new home
provides for kids in need.
When Kentucky United Methodist Children’s Homes and
Youth (KYUMH) began planning and building their new
state-of-the-art campus in Jessamine County they had one
thing in mind: providing the absolute best for children in
their care. The new home, which also houses a KECSAC
educational program for the students, is the culmination of a
long and rich history of providing therapeutic and residential
treatment services to children and families in need across the
Commonwealth.
The original home was founded in 1871 in downtown
Louisville as a result of the devastating impact the Civil War
had on families at the time. Its first iteration was operating
as a widows’ and orphans’ home, and had no government
support in those beginning days. Eventually the needs of
the group outgrew that space and in 1931 the organization
moved to a 250 acre farm in Versailles, KY. President and
CEO of KYUMH Rev. Randy Coy explained that during
those early years at the new location, when many people
were struggling economically across the country, children
at the home actually worked on the farm to provide their
own sustenance by milking cows, raising crops, picking
vegetables, and other various duties. Of course the operation
of the home looks very different now, but there are still
former residents who are now active with KYUMH, that
benefitted from the home and remember its past.
“Our Board Emeritus Member Ransom Cooper actually
grew up at the home in Woodford County in the ‘40s and
‘50s,” Rev. Coy explained. “He went on to serve in the
military, and then got into the construction and real estate
business when he came back home and did really well in the
community. He still enjoys telling us stories of his time at the
home, like when he and two other boys would sow wheat in
a 30 acre field by hand.”
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While students no longer have crop
fields to tend to, they still have access
to the stability, excellent care, and
treatment services the home provides.
Children are placed in the Nicholasville
residential program by the Kentucky
Cabinet for Health and Family Services.
In addition to the new campus,
KYUMH also operates the residential
Mary Kendall Home in Owensboro,
KY, and also provides in-home family
services like alternatives to detention home monitoring,
substance abuse recovery counseling, Independent Living
and the Restore Hope crisis intervention program.
“We see the state trying to move away from residential
care, which makes all the sense in the world to us because
we really want to be in the family preservation business,
and the best way to do that is to include the traditional
family or non-traditional family and caretakers,” Rev. Coy
said. “We want to interrupt the system that is impacting
the child and bring some restoration to it. The best way to
do that is to serve a child in-community, which puts less
pressure and anxiety on the child, and saves on overhead
things like room and board. But for those in residence,
whose safety and well-being are in jeopardy in the home,
we want to bring a foundation of principles to them so
they have something they can depend on. No matter what
is going on in their lives, they know they can be safe here.”
With the care of children forefront in their minds, Rev.
Coy and the board of KYUMH began a strategic plan in
2010 to build a new facility that can grow with them.
Since the program had evolved so much over the years,
and the newest cottage on their campus was built in the

70’s, the Versailles residence wasn’t really meeting their
needs anymore.
In 2012 they were able to purchase the new property in
Jessamine County for the home that was comprised of just
over 30 acres, and also included an old historic house that
would also be remodeled for their administrative offices. The
All Nations United Methodist Church that is located next to
the property also wanted to sell their parsonage and five acres
that abutted the land to KYUMH. With a donation from the
Trust of a late Methodist network member, they were able to
add the extra acreage, and the former parsonage house is now
where the director of campus operations lives.
A few years after purchasing the new property, Frontier
Nursing University began showing interest in buying their
Versailles campus. After negotiations and timeline plans, they
were able to sell the property for just under $6 million. The
purchase allowed them to move forward with their building
plans and ultimately were able to break ground in July 2016
and move into the new campus in October 2017.
Before breaking ground however, there was much planning
that went into the new home for children.

“We worked with Sherman Carter Barnhart Architects
located out of Lexington and Louisville for this project, with
Steve Sherman as our principal architect and contact,” Rev.
Coy explained. “We designed everything with our kids in
mind. One of my board members actually said it best: we’re
not just trying to give our kids the best care you can imagine,
but we want to give them the care that you cannot imagine.”
With that mindset, the board began planning with the
architect and worked and honed their wish lists and ideas
to incorporate what would best fit the kids’ needs, provide
functionality and room to grow, and would also be feasible.
For the children in residence, education services also need
to be provided and the Jessamine County School District
was on board from the beginning to provide input for the
on-site education wing of the facility.
“Having the school on campus is the best for us and our
kids, and Jessamine County wholeheartedly agrees. The
superintendent and our principal Donna Givens have been
great during this process,” Rev. Coy said. “Our priority for
the school space was to provide what the education staff
needed and be as flexible as we could to meet the needs of
... Continued on page 10
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Leadership Highlight

As part of an ongoing series in the Collaborative we interviewed Principal of
Mayfield YDC Justin Hubbard to learn more about his philosophy of respect
when interacting and connecting with his students.
When Justin Hubbard began planning his career path in
college, he had no idea he’d be working in education for
the rest of his life. However, as he begins his fourth year
as principal at Mayfield Youth Development Center and as
newly elected President-Elect for the State Agency Children
School Administrator Association (SACSAA), Mr. Hubbard
admits he has found his calling in life and couldn’t be happier.
“I’m here until I retire, whether that’s in 12 years or however
long I’m around, because this is where I feel like I need to be,”
Mr. Hubbard said. “And as long as I’m here I’ll be fighting for
these boys every day to help get them what they deserve and
what is important for their education. I have found what I
was meant to do in life.”
Mr. Hubbard began his career path in 1997 when he
graduated from Murray State University with a bachelor’s

8

KECSAC.EKU.EDU

degree in accounting. While job searching for an accounting
position, his wife was hired as a teacher in the McCracken
County School District and he decided to apply and accept
a position as a teacher’s aide at the alternative school in
McCracken County’s Reidland High School. In the three
years he was there, he fell in love with the work. During that
time the program kept having turnover with the head teachers
and he realized he wanted to be a certified teacher in order
to do that job himself. So Mr. Hubbard went back to Murray
and got certified in business and marketing education, and
completed his student teaching in 2002.
“In my freshman year at Murray state I had to take an
orientation class, and the provost at the time taught it and
assigned us each a topic to speak to the class about,” Mr.
Hubbard recalled. “When I was done, ironically he asked

me if I had ever thought about
becoming
a
teacher
and I replied, no never.
Coincidentally I saw him years
later at my parents’ church and
I got to tell him, ‘you may not
remember this but years ago
you planted a seed that’s finally
coming to fruition, you saw
something in me that I didn’t
even see at the time.’”
After
receiving
his
certification he got a position
in Carlisle County as
principal of their alternative
school for seven years, and
his last two years there were
as director of pupil personnel
and transportation director.
He then took a position in
Graves County as principal
of the Sunrise Children’s
Services – Genesis Girls’
Home for a little over a year
until the program closed. He
finished out the year at Graves
County High School helping
juniors and seniors prepare
for graduation and college
readiness. When another
opportunity to lead a group
home education program fell
through in the district, he
stayed on again at the high
school until Mr. Sonny McManus
retired as administrator of Mayfield
YDC in 2015.
“Mr. McManus had talked to me
about applying before, but I kept
telling him ‘no, I’m not interested,’”
Mr. Hubbard said. “But then I finally
had enough people who told me I’d be
a great fit there, and I thought, ‘Lord,
how many times are you going to have
someone tell me to apply.’ So I did and
I’ve loved almost every minute of it.
You know some days are not as good as
others, but I still enjoy coming to work
every day.”

The YDC is a Department of Juvenile
Justice (DJJ) program that serves
male youth sex offenders from 14 to
18 years old. Mr. Hubbard teaches
two classes, math intervention and
reading intervention, in addition to
being principal, and has great staff
to round out his team. Mr. Michael
Delaney teaches English and social
studies and Mr. Benny Wood teaches
math, science, and is a certified special
education teacher. The DJJ vocational
staff also includes Mr. Randy Adams
who instructs in copper and fiber optic
installation, and building apartment
maintenance (BAM), and Mr. Nick
Morris, who teaches career options,
financial literacy, and is the program’s
vocational coordinator. Ms. Vickie
Goodrich completes the education
team as administrative assistant, and
does a phenomenal job which includes
a lot of transition work for the students.
It’s with this team that Mr. Hubbard
works his hardest to instill his personal
mission of creating a positive school
experience and helping students develop
a passion for learning. Not only do they
hold the students to high educational
standards, but Mr. Hubbard believes
in treating his students with respect
since they’ve typically had negative
experiences from school in the past.
“From day one I try to turn a negative
into a positive because a lot of these kids
have not had a good school experience
for whatever reason. The fact that
they’re in a restrictive setting is negative
in and of itself, so every morning I’ll
tell the boys good morning and then we
talk and share positive things going on
in their lives,” Mr. Hubbard explained.
“And it might be something trivial to
me and you, but it’s a big deal to them.
I share things with them too, because
I hope with that personal connection I
can change their perspectives on school
and education. Then when they do leave
here, if they’re not graduating, they will

want to get their diploma somewhere.
So that’s my goal - I want them to
develop a passion for learning while
they’re here and want to be successful
in their education because it is such a
springboard to multiple avenues.”
Mr. Hubbard has developed his
personal mission over the years for a
very simple reason. He believes all the
kids who come across his path are worth
it. He explained that while working
with these students over the years, who
often come from traumatic and negative
backgrounds, he also developed a deep
appreciation for his own family and
upbringing, which he often took for
granted. As a result he does his best to
provide a listening ear, offer respect in
the way he communicates with each
student, and show them he cares even
through the bad days.
“On one of their first days here I
usually pull each student into my office
separately and tell them, ‘I’ll always call
you mister. I’ll always call you by your
last name, because to me that’s a sign of
respect, and I give respect in hopes of
getting it in return.’ Nine times out of
ten, students will do what I ask them to
do because they know that I’m serious,
and I mean it,” Mr. Hubbard said. “That
doesn’t mean I won’t chew on them if I
need to, but these aren’t kids we throw
away and forget about. These kids have
a chance to be somebody and some of
them are just waiting for one person to
believe in them.”
Since his students have helped him
appreciate his family life even more, Mr.
Hubbard tries to share with his students
some of the things that have brought his
family joy. He and his family are very
active in the Boy Scouts, and he serves
as the advancement chair for his local
Boy Scout group and for the entire Four
Rivers district, and his son has advanced
to Eagle Scout. Mr. Hubbard, his father
and son have also been participating in
Boy Scout pinewood derby races for
... Continued on page 12
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A Place to Call Home

... Continued from page 7

the student. That was the overriding thought for the district and for
us. Even planning the furniture, we wanted something that could be
shaped in whole different ways so that space can be functional in many
different ways.”
The classroom space is equipped with large desks for students,
several other rooms that offshoot from the main classroom for other
class or functional space when needed, and the newest technology was
incorporated as well. And although students didn’t have much to do
with the design of the school, they did have a lot of say in choosing
other things like: the name of the school, Ashgrove Academy; the mascot,
which is a lion; their coat of arms; the school colors of green, black, and
white; and their motto of, “Lions Today Leaders Tomorrow.”
The new facility also includes three residence wings, each with a common
room area and kitchen, a 24-hour nurse’s wing, and a full gymnasium which
was named after the Roop Family, who were major donors in the building
of the home. The campus boasts a large dining area and kitchen with an award-winning chef, as well as areas for
treatment team and other staff offices. The common areas are functional in other capacaties too, as they can serve as meeting
areas for staff meetings, various church group meetings, and the gym has even been used for local police force training. There are
also rooms where kids can “shop” for essentials they might need from toiletries to clothes to quilts. Every child who enters into
residence at the home is gifted with a handmade quilt crafted by church members, quilting groups and volunteers. Each resident
is given their own quilt in hopes it will make their stay at the
home more comforting and home-like. The quilt also serves
as something for the kids to call their own, which may be a
first in many of their lives.
Reverend Randy Coy, President and
CEO of KYUMH

Of course KYUMH is still visioning to expand their
programs and services for children in the future. One of
their master plan goals would be to provide equine therapy
and more programs like that since they’re very close to
paying for their new home and are working to replenish
their endowment funds.
“There are many former residents who say this home
made a positive impact on their lives, and we’ve been
fortunate enough to stay in touch with former residents
and follow- up with their stories,” Rev. Coy
said. “Again, that is our ultimate mission with
this new residence and all the services it allows
us to provide. We are continually working to
bring greater visibility both within our United
Methodist faith community and beyond,
so we can continue to provide life changing
services to children and families.”

Top Right: The historic house on the property was
renovated to house the KYUMH administrative offices.
Bottom Right: An integral part of a child’s stay with the
home, handmade donated quilts are hung throughout
the facility since each child receives one when admitted.
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Left from top to bottom: The dining hall has the Ashgrove Academy
coat of arms on display; Toiletries, clothing and quilts are available
for students when they need them; Each dorm room includes a bed,
dresser, desk, and closet, and opens onto a communal TV room and
kitchen in each Residence wing.
Right from top to bottom: The nurses wing is available to kids 24 hours
a day; The full size gymnasium was made possible by donations from
the Roop family; During their August meeting, the KECSAC Interagency
Advisory Board got to tour the education wing of the facility with a
classroom equipped with the latest technology.
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years. Therefore, he brought the derby
to his students a few years ago and
made it possible for them to create and
race their own cars, and has done so as
an end of year reward for several years
now. Mr. Hubbard’s father also comes
by to help during the process and the
race day as well.
“During our first pinewood derby,
my dad was here helping me cut out
cars and stuff and one of the kids said,
‘Mr. Hubbard, I wish I had a dad that
did that kind of stuff with me,’” he
said. “That really humbled me and I
get emotional every time I think about
it, because not only does it make me
grateful for what I have, it makes the
work I do that much more important.
I’m not trying to be their father, but
I’m trying to show them that there are
positive interactions that you can have
with men and women that can be very
emotional, very powerful, and very
developing for them. And I hope those
interactions set them on a path different
than what they’ve grown up doing or
thought was the norm.”

Although the pinewood derby is a
fun activity, it also incorporates many
educational lessons, from planning
their cars to actually racing them. It’s
just one example of how Mr. Hubbard
works to make education fun and
interesting for the students since this
might be the first time they’re actually
seeing improvement in their academics.
“Yes we can be all serious when we
need to be, but it goes back to creating
a positive learning environment – I
want them to realize we can have fun
here, and I want them to WANT to
be in school even when they’re not,”
he explained. “For a lot of them this is
the most successful they’ve ever been
in a school setting, and it’s not because
we water it down, it’s because we hold
them to high standards. We’re not
going to give them anything, they have
to earn it. We encourage them to be
independent and take control of their
education while they’re here – to be a
driver instead of rider and work at their
pace, but we’re also there to help and
guide them along the way.”
In order to create a learning
environment that fosters growth and
encourages students to work hard for
the next level, Mr. Hubbard believes
that students need to have instruction
delivered on their individual level in
order to build that momentum of
learning.

Mr. Hubbard holds a pinewood derby for
students at the end of each school year.
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“We’ve got to do whatever it takes
to meet these kids where they’re at
academically. It’s more than likely not
where we want them to be, but we’ve
got to be willing to accept that and
move them forward as far as we can,”
Mr. Hubbard said. “These kids also
deserve every resource that my son
gets at public high school, and that’s
why we have continued to expand our

technology and library offerings since
I’ve been here.”
The ultimate goal is for their students
to receive a diploma and when kids
graduate from the program, they
definitely take the opportunity to
celebrate. Mr. Hubbard also recently
utilized funds to make sure there were
enough graduation robes and tassels
for every graduate so no student would
have to return them after the ceremony.
Students also get to invite family,
decorate the gym, have cake, and the
district superintendent is there in
person to confer the diplomas.
“These graduates are my greatest
accomplishments as an educator
because some of these students would
never have gotten that diploma had it
not been for programs like ours,” Mr.
Hubbard said.
Mr. Hubbard has been married to his
wife for 23 years and they have a 16-yearold son and a 13-year-old daughter
together. Their family is very active
in the church and they enjoy camping
and hiking trips as well. When he’s not
teaching or at home, Mr. Hubbard enjoys
building and construction and relaxing
at the movies.

Program News
Students Enjoy Project-Based Science Classes
at Mercer County Day Treatment
This article by Jennifer Marsh ran in the Harrodsburg Herald in September and is shared with permission.
Robots, drones and a 3-D printer
make up a large part of the Mercer
County Day Treatment’s science class.
The children learn through a projectbased class that allows creativity and
requires collaboration.
Mercer County Day Treatment
serves students age 12 through 18,
“who have demonstrated an inability to
function in a public school setting due
to behavioral or academic difficulties,”
according to the school website.
Teacher David Sullivan outlined the
class in six weeks segments allowing
growth and a new project after the
student has mastered the previous
rotation.
Excitement seemed to be tangible
in the science classroom as the students
competed in the robot wars. The
students gathered around the arena to
watch each robot fight to the finish.
Winning constituted pushing the
opponent robot off the table or flipping
the opponent over.

“We start with the robots and
the coding that goes with that and
build up to piloting the drone,” said
Sullivan. “The kids learn from failures
in a positive light that way. The students
really enjoy it. They never want to leave
this classroom because it feels more like
fun than learning.”
The STEM science room also
incorporates solar-powered projects and
a high tech 3-D printer.
“Anything you can think of, it can
print using Thinkiverse and this 3-D
printer,” said Phillip Sloane, student of
Mercer County Day Treatment. “This
oversized hot glue gun is my baby, and
it taught me things I never thought I
could learn.”
Sloane said that he found the plans
on a website called Thinkiverse and was
able to repair the drone using parts he
created.
Two of the students have completed
their drone piloting course and
demonstrated its ability to be helpful
in assessing roof damage.
Dreama
Sparrow
and
Timmy Bender completed
the course and agreed that
it enhanced their learning
experience.
“I thought it would be
super hard and confusing,”
said Sparrow. “But I caught
on real quick.”
The drone is capable of
Mercer County Day Treatment students are pictured back row traveling one-half mile with
left to right: Dreama Sparrow, Timmy Bender, Phillip Sloane, blue tooth capabilities. It
Titus Sloane and Teacher, David Sullivan. Front row left to
has a 360 degree camera
right: Jalen Traugatt, Keagan Freeman and Isaiah Bailey.

Dreama Sparrow and Timmy Bender fly the
drone at Mercer County Day Treatment.

view and goes 75 feet in the air.
“This project helped me understand
the mechanics of a drone,” said Bender.
“I am usually good at technology, but
this had all the tiny buttons and I was
excited to learn about it.”
Superintendent Dennis Davis visited
the class during their robot wars.
“I really think Sullivan is a wonderful
teacher and he is doing a phenomenal
job with the project-based learning,”
said Davis. “These kids are enjoying
learning. Some of them are enjoying it
for the first time in a long time.”
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Quilting And Learning
Last school year, the teachers at Sunrise Children’s Services Cumberland Adventure Program collaborated to produce a crosscurricular, hands-on unit of instruction that all their students enjoyed.
Ms. Debbie Keltner, veteran teacher and skilled seamstress, proposed the
idea to incorporate her beloved quilting hobby into an engaging student
project. The other teachers got on board and worked together to make
it happen.
Ms. Debbie Handlos presented a lesson on the history of quilts, and
shared several related family photos and brought in a quilt that had
been passed down through generations of her family. Ms. Krista Cromer
taught two math lessons related to quilting, addressing tessellations,
area and perimeter. Ms. Keltner taught about primary, secondary, and
complementary colors, and walked students through the planning and
logistics of assembling the quilt pieces. Throughout the process teachers
assisted the students step-by-step from selecting fabric patterns, creating
their templates, and cutting their pieces. Each student was responsible
for assembling pieces to make a square and then the squares were then
combined to make a large quilt.
Ms. Keltner brought her sewing machine from home and let the
students sew their pieces together. As one might expect, it required
considerable direction and supervision, and a significant level of trust.
But Ms. Keltner’s passion for quilting was quite contagious, and the
boys’ interest in the project was enough to keep them engaged and on
task. The final product was a success, and students took pride in their
contributions to the greater overall project. All the teachers were very
proud of the students and pleased that learning, fun, and collaboration
all intersected to create an impactful lesson.

Above: Two students work on their quilting squares they will contribute
to the larger quilt. Ms. Keltner also supervises the students as they sew
their pieces together.
Left: Ms. Cromer and Ms. Keltner display the final quilt designed by
their students.
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Christian County Students Learn Real World Skills
This September students at Christian County Day Treatment participated in
a service learning project at their school that included planning and planting mums
outside their building to create a more presentable and inviting facade. Prior to putting
in the physical work, students discussed in class about how all core content areas would
be utilized in planting the flower beds. For example, students discussed how math
would be used to measure the distance between plants in order to space them evenly
and create a better aesthetic. Teachers and staff were also on hand to supervise the
students and to help with the physical labor as well. This was the first hands-on service
learning project for the students, but many more are planned in the near future.
“We are trying to get them involved in projects that relate to the real world, like
creating a financial budget using newspaper housing and rental listings, cost of groceries,
etc.,” said School Administrator
Kim Stevenson. “I cannot tell you
enough how proud I am of each
one of these students for their hard
work and the pride they took in
the outcome.”

Left and Above: Students and teachers
work hard at planting the flower beds they
planned out in class to create a more inviting
school building.

Home of the Innocents Expands Education Academy
Weinberg Academy, which is Home of the Innocents’ on-campus
Jefferson County Public School (JCPS) program, has expanded. With
$500,000 in donations, including a leading gift from David Jones, Sr.,
the Learning Center provides customized spaces ensuring a better learning
experience for children who are managing the after-effects of trauma.
“We have known this expansion was on the horizon since I arrived here
two years ago,” explained Paul Robinson, President and CEO of Home of
the Innocents. “With many of our residents attending our onsite school,
Weinberg Academy was overflowing and we had to convert other rooms
on campus into classrooms. By collaborating with JCPS, we designed a
customized learning environment including two classrooms, an art room,
and a library for our current students and those we will care for in the
future.”

JCPS Superintendent Dr. Marty Pollio, Weinberg Academy
Assistant Principal Miranda Waddell, Home of the
Innocents President & CEO Paul Robinson, Mayor Greg
Fischer, Home of the Innocents Executive Vice President
Kelly Pullen, Assistant Superintendent Joe Leffert, and
Weinberg Academy Principal Heather Moss cut the ribbon
on the new Learning Center at Home of the Innocents’
Weinberg Academy.

Weinberg Academy provides a tailored curriculum for children who have
suffered trauma, allowing them to succeed in an educational environment
in spite of their personal struggles. With Weinberg’s existing building and
expanded Learning Center, the school is able to maintain a small studentteacher ratio to ensure a positive learning experience. The Learning Center
features two classrooms, a dedicated art space, and library with computers for independent learning.

“The space provides students a wonderful environment where they can flourish in their education. In spite of what’s going on
in their lives outside of school, they are able to continue their work with the resources provided by Home of the Innocents and
our JCPS teachers,” shared Dr. Marty Pollio, JCPS Superintendent.
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