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From the Director
Dear KECSAC Community,
Just moments before I sat down to write this brief welcome letter I received a text
message from a friend who was visiting one of our programs. She mentors new teachers
and works with them to make sure they have the skills and resources they need to be
successful in our classrooms. She shared that during her visit she sat down to talk with one
of our students. She was so excited that he had shared his future plans with her and had
bragged about the great education he received while in our care. He talked with so much
excitement and joy! While a student in state care, he had earned all the credits he needs
to graduate and has been accepted to a local college to pursue his dream of becoming an
EMT! She ended her text message with the same sentiment that I often share with our
teachers across Kentucky, “if you ever have a day when you think what you do doesn’t
matter, think of that young man and know that it does.”
As we move towards the end of another semester and as we gear up for a new legislative
session on the horizon, where policies will be debated, where funding will be negotiated,
and where we will be challenged to continually evolve and change, I hope that we keep
our focus on what is really important in these discussions…our students; like the student
above who found a quality education in our programs that pushed him to achieve at even
higher levels than he expected. It is the dedication of our partners, both in the classroom
every day and those working on their behalf in board rooms, that drives our purpose and
I know we will continue to helping our students become well-rounded, purpose driven,
contributing members of our larger global community.

Sincerely,
Ronnie Nolan, Ed.D.
Director, KECSAC

KECSAC
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In Memoriam
Earl “Sonny” McManus, Jr.
Earl “Sonny” McManus, Jr. passed away August 27, 2019 at home.
All of us at KECSAC are honored to have called Sonny not only a
coworker, but a friend as well, and our hearts are heavy from the
loss of such a special person. He was a part of the KECSAC family
for more than a decade and his dedication to improving the lives of
students in state care was a passion he excelled at. We extend our
heartfelt condolences to his family and loved ones as we remember
the remarkable man and educator Sonny was.
Sonny was a lifelong resident of Graves County where he was
an educator in the local school system for 27 years. He taught all levels of math at Graves County High
School where he served as supervisor for many extracurricular clubs and activities, and also taught math
at the KECSAC program Mayfield Youth Development Center before becoming the principal there for 10
years. Sonny’s role as an educator in his community was a priority of utmost importance in his life. He
believed that being successful when working with at-risk students meant viewing the job as a ministry as
well as an educational experience. His legacy of motivating and educating countless students throughout
his long career is one that will live on for many years to come. During his tenure as Mayfield YDC Principal,
Sonny also served as the State Agency Children School Administrators Association President Elect and
then President from 2011 to 2014. In this role he was instrumental in establishing SACSAA as an affiliate
organization to the Kentucky Association of School Administrators in order to give KECSAC administrators
a voice in the organization. He was also awarded the SACSAA Outstanding School Administrator of the Year
for 2015. He retired from his distinguished career at the end of the 2014/2015 school year and that fall
became a KECSAC employee as a program improvement specialist until he had to resign in 2018. He took
his role of monitoring KECSAC programs very seriously
and was always thorough and quick to lend his wisdom
and a helping hand for programs that needed guidance.
Sonny attended Wingo High School, Freed-Hardeman
College, and Murray State University. He was also a
very involved member of Seven Oaks Church of Christ
where he was a Sunday School Teacher, a member of
the Kentucky Education Association, a former member
of the Kiwanis Club and a former chairman and board
member for New Pathways. He
was also a veteran of the U.S. Air
Force. Sonny is survived by his
loving wife of 29 years, Jane Foy
McManus, two daughters, and
one granddaughter.
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KECSAC News
KECSAC New Educators’ Training 2019
KECSAC was excited to welcome 45 teachers, school administrators,
and counselors to Perkins Conference Center on August 28 for New
Educators’ Training. The group consisted of staff that are new to a
KECSAC program this year, and this training is essential in order to
share the exciting challenges and opportunities unique to state agency
education programs. KECSAC leadership shared the agency’s mission,
the unique needs of state agency students, and the requirements of the
KECSAC Memorandum of Agreement with school districts. Diane
Gruen-Kidd with the Department for Behavioral Health prepared the
group to practice Trauma-Informed Care with their students while
Dr. Gwen Berry and Meghan Martin from the KY-ABRI Project
provided training on effective instruction and classroom management.
KECSAC Program Improvement Specialists shared how to prepare for
New educators in KECSAC programs received training from
the program improvement process, successful practices that they have
KY-ABRI on effective instruction and classroom management.
seen, and encouragement to reach out to them as partners in achieving
higher levels of success in their programs. Participants left the training
with more information and tools to work with KECSAC students as well as contacts to whom they can reach out in the coming
months as new challenges arise. KECSAC staff look forward to working with each of these educators to increase academic
achievement among state agency children.

KECSAC Associate Director Retires After 15 Years
While we at KECSAC are very sad
to say goodbye to a long-time fixture of
our professional family, we are thrilled
for Associate Director Kaye Parker
to embark on new adventures in her
retirement. Kaye made the decision to
retire at the end of September 2019
after more than 15 years with the
organization. Kaye first began working
at KECSAC as the Communications
Coordinator back in 2003, then left to
take a job with the Kentucky School
Boards Association in 2007. When she learned the Associate
Director position at KECSAC had opened shortly after her
departure, she was eager to join the team again and was hired
back in September 2008. Kaye was a consummate professional
in her Associate Director role and was dedicated to improving
the lives of our state agency children. She was commonly
contacted as the resident expert for all things related to
Kentucky education regulations and information, or as the

go-to person to research an issue surrounding
KECSAC students. She was responsible for
compiling and publishing vital demographic
and educational data about our students every
year through the KECSAC Census. Kaye also
was instrumental in conducting the program
improvement visit process and providing
feedback every year, reviewing and finalizing
annual memorandums of agreement, and
providing technical assistance to our programs
and partners whenever needed.
“Kaye was actually integral in hiring me back in 2004 as
Associate Director so I owe a lot to her for the professional
life I have now,” Director Ronnie Nolan said. “Through these
long years we’ve worked together, she has been more than just
a mentor and wealth of knowledge about education and state
agency issues, she has also been a dear friend to all of us.” We
wish Kaye all the best of luck and happiness in her retirement
as she spends more time relaxing with her three children and
two young granddaughters.
KECSAC
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Professional Development

KECSAC Brings Together Nearly 400 Educators
for Its 18th Annual Alternative Summit
Teachers, administrators, and program staff from
all over Kentucky came together in record numbers
for the 18th annual Kentucky Alternative Education
Summit on July 30-31. Nearly 400 attendees and guests
joined KECSAC and Department of Juvenile Justice
Title I staff at the Embassy Suites in Lexington for two
days of learning and networking. This year featured
a partnership with DJJ that included a track of Title
I breakout sessions focusing on student transition,
vocational programming, and leadership.

recognized during the SACSAA Awards Luncheon.
Hearing directly from Zoe and Jakuri, two impressive
young people who won awards, really reminded the
educators present about the importance of their work.

Day one closed with an emotional and impactful
presentation by Superintendent Trent Lovett from
Marshall County Schools. Marshall County experienced
a tragic school shooting in 2018. Mr. Lovett shared with
the audience his experiences from that day along with
strategies for dealing with such a devastating event and
The Summit opened with Jennifer Gonzalez, advice on keeping our schools safe. The message was
an expert in transforming school climate for the one that was hard to hear, but necessary; each person
betterment of students and staff. Breakout sessions left the presentation affected by it.
that followed included topics such as academic and
Day two opened with Officer Adam Argullin training
behavior response to intervention, trauma informed the entire group on recognizing the signs of substance
care educational practices, effective instruction, and abuse. While the topic is a serious one, Officer Argullin’s
much more. Outstanding educators and students were humorous and engaging presentation style kept the
6
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Top Left: Officer Adam Argullin
educated the group on recognizing
the signs of substance abuse
while demonstrating how he uses
his drumming equipment in his
presentations to students on drug
prevention as well.
Top Right: Jennifer Gonzalez
opened the Summit with a fun and
informative speech about school
climate that involved audience
participation.
Below: Rodney Robinson spoke to the
group as the first National Teacher
of the Year who is an educator in a
Juvenile Justice Facility.

audience rapt and entertained as they absorbed important information about an unfortunate reality for many of
our students and families.
Participants then had lots of great options for breakout sessions, including handling non-compliance, legislative
updates, and independent living resources. The summit concluded with Mr. Rodney Robinson. Mr. Robinson
is not only the National Teacher of the Year, but is an educator in a juvenile detention facility much like many
of those present. Everyone could relate to Mr. Robinson’s
experiences and advice, and his keynote presentation sent
the audience back to their schools ready for the new year.
KECSAC would like to thank all of the amazing
presenters and partners that worked so hard to make the
summit possible. State agency colleagues and teachers in
the programs who are willing to share their incredible work
are the backbone of quality professional development. We
look forward to working with everyone again next year to
make for an even bigger and better summit!

Congratulations to our 2018/2019 Student and
SACSAA Award Winners! The recipients beginning
in the front row, left to right are: The Russell W.
Behanan KECSAC Administrator of the Year - Jaziel
Guerra; the Roy L. Chapman Outstanding Teacher
of State Agency Children, David Sullivan; KECSAC’s
Nellie Lue Cole Outstanding Students of the Year,
Jakuri Thompson and Zoe Star Bryan; Outstanding
Support Staff of the Year, Carol Walton; and our
other Roy L. Chapman Outstanding Teacher of
State Agency Children, David Gideon. In the back
row from left to right: SACSAA President Ben Annis
and KECSAC Director Ronnie Nolan.
KECSAC
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Program News: Mini-Grant Outcomes
We decided to follow-up with some of our programs who were awarded KECSAC Mini-Grant
funds this past spring to see how they were implementing their proposed projects. Read ahead to
see how our educators are innovatively creating new learning opportunities, building academic
and personal skills, and enhancing career readiness training for their students.

Mercer County Students Perfect Podcasting Skills
KECSAC’s Director, Dr. Ronnie Nolan, has
spoken to various outlets over the years about
the important work being done on behalf of
state agency children in Kentucky. But this
fall, he was privileged to talk to one of the
most important groups so far – our students!
Mercer County Day Treatment has initiated
an exciting new project using funds provided
through the KECSAC mini-grant process, the
Titan Talk Podcast.
Titan Talk is hosted, run, and edited by
students at the program with the support of
KECSAC Director Ronnie Nolan (left) is interviewed by a student and
teacher David Sullivan, administrator Jaziel
Mr. Sullivan for an episode of their Titan Talk podcast.
Guerra, and Mercer County Superintendent
Dennis Davis. Mr. Sullivan and students have interviewed several important community members while other
students operate the sophisticated equipment used in podcasting and direct the production. The students spend
the week leading up to the live recording by researching their interview subject and coming up with insightful
and humorous questions. The recording is a very
professional event, and students are learning multiple
skills that are relevant to the current climate. Titan
Talk hosts are not afraid to broach serious topics such
as politics and issues facing state agency children,
while keeping the interview fun with questions about
robot uprisings and zombie apocalypses. They asked
Dr. Nolan about his background with AmeriCorps
and being a first generation college student, and
put him on the hot seat about current events in the
news. He explained that he knew education was key
to his future from a young age and that he is in fact
more concerned about robots than zombies! You can
Students at the program have learned how to operate the audio
follow Mercer Central High School on YouTube to
equipment and technology required to host a podcast, and
catch all the latest episodes of Titan Talk.
thoroughly research and prepare questions for their guests.
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Otter Creek Enhances Horticulture Skills
Otter Creek Academy utilized their KECSAC mini-grant funds to construct indoor
and outdoor student gardens on their campus this spring. Building and maintaining
these gardens has provided students with many cross-curriculum benefits. In the science
classroom, students learned about various plants and their life cycles, basic human
nutrition, basic plant nutrition and soil health, pH levels (with lab on testing pH of
various substances), Kentucky agricultural practices, and the adaptation of agricultural
practices to meet the needs of plants in undesirable environmental conditions. In math,
students measured and calculated perimeter, area, surface area, and volume of garden
beds. In English, students completed gardening-related reading and writing assignments.
Students completed other gardening related lessons in health and foods classes as well.

Students work hard in the outside gardens to grow their
own produce and use their math skills to measure and
lay out plant beds.

Hands-on activities with the
tower gardens included checking
The indoor gardens allow students to
pH of water, adding nutrients, and
hone their horticulture skills year round.
properly cleaning and maintaining
the structure. Hands-on activities with the raised bed gardens included
planting, transplanting, harvesting, clearing out plant material, spring and
fall planting, and tending the soil. Cumulative assessments also indicated that
all students scored 70% or higher on both written and performance gardening
assessments. Health and wellness benefits were also achieved since students
increased their levels of physical activity and were encouraged to consume
more fruits and vegetables through constructing and maintaining the school
gardens. Furthermore, gardening helped to foster a sense of belonging and
togetherness among students, aided in improving students’ self-esteem, and
served as a stress reliever for many students.

Cumberland Adventure Program Improves Technology and Student Incentives
Sunrise Children’s Services - Cumberland Adventure
Program focused on upgrading their technology and in turn
enhancing student learning as a main goal with their KECSAC
mini-grant funds. They purchased new computers, laptops,
earbuds and headphones for the students to increase access
to, and availability of, web-based learning programs, such
as ALEKS for math, Reading Plus, and Apex. ALEKS and
Reading Plus are adaptive learning programs, which help
students and teachers pinpoint areas of strength and areas for

Students work on new technology to access online learning programs
and participate in a new incentive rewards program made possible by
mini-grant funds.

growth in mathematics and reading. Apex provides students
access to credit recovery courses and elective courses that are
not offered as part of the school’s regular education program.
Student progress on each program is monitored each trimester
through Student Data Review Sessions - a collaborative effort
between teachers and the school supervisor.
Their other goal with mini-grant funds was to establish
an effective incentive rewards system for students to improve
academic and behavior performance. The program’s design
was based on Lake Cumberland Youth Development Center’s
presentation at the 2018 KECSAC Alternative Education
Summit, where they have successfully implemented such a
system. Incentives are offered to students for their positive
outcomes so rewards materials, which included board games,
sports equipment, and a popcorn machine, were purchased with
funds to establish the program and see if the outcomes were
positive for students. As a result of the incentives, teachers have
reported greater motivation from students in both academic
and behavior performance and they expect more success as the
program continues.
KECSAC
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Morehead Supports Vocational & Career Readiness
Morehead Youth Development Center decided that their KECSAC mini-grant
funding last spring would focus on improving their vocational offerings and the
technology that students could access these opportunities with. The program purchased
horticulture curriculum license renewals so students can earn an industry certification in
Horticulture-Plant Science. Since purchased, seven students completed the certification
and one of those students has earned both Plant Science and Floral Design certifications
using the program as well. Access to Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center was also
purchased for Morehead students. They are able to research and locate information
Students work on their various vocational and career
related to college and career readiness. They have been able to complete an assessment
readiness curriculums via new laptops that provide
efficient technology and connectivity.
to help identify their career interests, and to use the information to assist in creating
a resume. “The youth really like researching current information about post-secondary schools and they enjoy being able to search
for different articles related to their career interest to help make a decision about the career they want to pursue. Some have even
changed their career interests because of information they have found on the site,” said School Administrator Julie Fannin. The third
resource the program received with mini-grant funds was licenses for Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) certification preparatory
software and corresponding test vouchers. It takes successfully passing three MOS tests for a student to be considered certified. To
date, one student has successfully completed the certification tests and two others are preparing to take the first exam. The program
additionally purchased six new Dell laptop computers in order to replace aging technology and make access to these resources more
efficient. Their overall goal with these purchases is to provide immediate and consistent access to online course resources that provide
essential training, reinforcement exercises, and assessments that will ensure a higher rate of success in vocational courses as well as aid
in the productivity of student academic goals and future educational and career opportunities.

Valley School Focuses on Sharpening Personal Skills Resources
When Valley School was thinking about what they wanted to focus on with
their KECSAC mini-grant funds they were awarded this past spring, their data
had shown a need to focus on behavioral skills: specifically to enhance the
growth mindset of students and executive functions. Executive function and selfregulation skills are the mental processes that enable us to plan, focus attention,
remember instructions, and juggle multiple tasks successfully. In order to do this,
the program ordered many new library books for bibliotherapy that purposely
provide an unobtrusive, non-threatening medium to develop skills like emotional
control and response inhibition. Books were purposely selected to ensure student
interest and were available for students
New books enhance the programs bibliotherapy
during the 2019 summer session and the
resources that help develop emotional control.
start of the new school year. The program
reports that students and teachers have expressed enthusiasm toward the new books
and older students have particularly gravitated to the graphic novels. Many students
have also communicated that they chose certain books due to a personal connection to
a character or storyline. The second project that was purchased with mini-grant funds
was “Sharpen the Saw” carts and materials. Time to use these carts are scheduled into
the school schedule and provide purposeful activities for students to engage in that will
enhance development of executive skills through play like Legos, social skills games, and
fidgets. Activities are organized in a manner for portability from classroom to classroom
with elementary classrooms having access to one cart and the middle and high school
Sharpen the Saw carts are equipped with
classrooms having access to another. The program reports that both projects continue to
Legos, fidgets, and other social skills games
be popular with students and successful at developing skills.
to help students build executive skills.
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The Life Connection Takes Their Reading Digital
A couple of years ago The Life
Connection program received a setback
in their reading options when the school’s
library books were ruined in a storage
building while their classrooms were
being renovated. Even though librarians
within the district rallied to help the
program start a new small library on
campus, they were still not meeting all
of the students’ reading interests. That’s
where the KECSAC mini-grant funds
came in handy this past spring.

the facility to create a way for students
to access the library after school.
Reading intervention is an integral
part of the education program since
the whole student population at The
Life Connection are receiving special
education services. The educational data
shows that every student who started the
program last year was at least three grade
levels behind in reading. However, every
student who was enrolled last year for
three out of four semesters was able to
raise their reading level by one grade due
to their intervention.
“Along with our intervention
program, students now have access to
thousands of books at their ability level
that they can read for enjoyment,” Mr.
Cruse added. “We have more students
reading than we ever have in the past,
and in a survey we gave students at
the start of the school year, all of our
students said they were using the library
every day and liked the books it offered.”

“The mini-grant we received has
made a major impact on our program,”
School Administrator D.W. Cruse said.
“We purchased access to a digital library
and now students are talking to each
other about books and series they enjoy.”
The Life Connection purchased access
through Scholastic’s digital library and
also two interactive TVs for students to
use and present within the classrooms.
Students use the digital library during
free time and reading intervention every
day, and they are currently working with

Left: A student reads from the Scholastic digital
library that KECSAC Mini-Grant funds helped The
Life Connection gain access to.
Above: A student is eager to present work on an
interactive TV the program also purchased with
Mini-Grant funds.

The interactive TVs have also
enhanced learning activities and
motivated student creativity during
lessons and presentations. Students
are leading review lessons with small
groups and working with teachers
on ways to present new activities.
Mr. Cruse has also seen that
students are more willing
to come up to the TV
and work a problem
or
present
with
the new interactive
features. Teachers are also utilizing
the presentation abilities of the TVs
by presenting progress data to the
classrooms and comparing weeks to
show growth and present areas of need,
which has been a very beneficial tool.
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